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Witness's green thumb 
keeps DUMBO shining 

By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The season is finally over for the Lawnmower Man 
of DUMBO. 

That’s how most people refer to Tom Combs, an elusive 
figure seen many summer evenings atop an old riding 
mower as he cuts the grass along the Brooklyn-Queens Ex- 
pressway. 

Few know who Combs is, but they all recognize his 
handiwork: where once there were only overgrown weeds 
and erosion scars, there are now three perfect lawns, ideal 
for picnics or sunbathing at the gateway to the rapidly gen- 
trifying former factory area. 

Combs has been the neighborhood’s anonymous mow- 
ing man since 1971. 

“ft’s just a neighborly thing to do,” said Combs, now 67. 

That’s nice for a press release, but there’s a method to 
this man’s mowing madness. 

Combs, a Jehovah's Witness, moved from Oregon to the 
sect’s world headquarters in Brooklyn in 1958. He’s 
worked in the print shop cranking out the latest issues of 
“Awake” magazine, plus Bibles in virtually every lan- 
guage, but his calling has been those overgrown hills. 

See GRASS on page 4 



Tom Combs, a Jehovah's Witness, mows the lawn on three Brooklyn-Queens Express- 
way berms — for free — at the gateway to DUMBO. 


Ratnerjobs 
fall short 

Bruce's malls haven't met projections 

By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The number of retail jobs that state offi- 
cials say will be created by Bruce Ratner’s 
Atlantic Yards mega-development ignores 
the reality of his two existing shopping 
malls directly across the street, where job 
performance has fallen short, according to 
Ratner’s own data. 

Ratner’s Atlantic Terminal and Atlantic Center 
malls created a combined 1,680 jobs — a whop- 
ping 42 percent, or 1,220 jobs, less than what 
should have been created according to the state’s 
standard job-projection formula. 

That state formula — one job for every 300 
square feet of shopping area — is now being 
used to create the impression that Ratner’s At- 
lantic Yards’ proposed 247,000 square feet of 
retail space would generate 824 jobs. 

But if the job-generation history of Atlantic 
Terminal, which opened in 2004, and Atlantic 
Center, which opened in 1996, repeats itself, 

Atlantic Yards will only create 477 jobs — 347 
fewer that Ratner that promised in his “Jobs, 

Housing and Hoops” scheme. 

Officials at the Empire State Development 
Corporation would not comment on the jobs 
shortfall. 

See RATNER’S JOBS JIVE on page 4 



Election 

elation 


Her victory for a Brooklyn congressional 
seat was virtually guaranteed — she 
won with 90 percent of the vote — but 
City Councilwoman Yvette Clarke still 
pressed the flesh on Election Day. 



Baseball player Chris Gallo 
prefers a wood bat. 


City Council 
goes batty 
over wood 

By Christie Rizk 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

A City Council proposal to ban aluminum bats 
got a “standing O” from some baseball players, 
while others hoped the bill would go down on 
strikes. 

From the high-school diamonds of Bensonhurst to the 
sandlot fields of Red Hook, traditionalists said they sup- 
port the ban, while teenagers with the major leagues in 
their sights begged the city to let them keep their super- 
charged bats. 

“They should really pass the ban,” said Dave Serrano, 
manager of a team of court officers that practices in Red 
Hook Park and only uses genuine lumber. “The kids can 
really hurt each other with metal bats.” 

Having played with metal bats before, Serrano and 
teammate Chris Gallo know that the advantage of a met- 
al bat is also its disadvantage. 

“A ball comes off a metal bat like a dart,” said Gallo. 
And in this day and age, you have to be careful. 

“You give a metal bat to a 17-year-old kid who’s juic- 
ing, and you might as well give him a gun.” 

Such firepower was the motivation for Councilman 
See BATTY on page 6 


Avenue of death — and destruction 

The Brooklyn Papers were recently told by the Department of Transportation that there were 1 23 accidents along this stretch of Atlantic Avenue between 
Jan. 1 , 2005, and mid-October, 2006. But new data, furnished by the NYPD, shows that there were actually 583 accidents along the same strip during the 
same period. The chart below reveals the shocking new NYPD data, with the DOT-furnished numbers in smaller type. 



DOT’S numbers don’t add up 

Police provide real statistics for Atlantic Avenue crashes 


The Brooklyn Papers 

The “Avenue of Death” is even 
more violent than we’d imagined. 

Two weeks ago, we reported that 
there were 123 accidents, including 
three fatalities, along Atlantic Avenue 
from the river to Flatbush Avenue. 

But there were actually 583 crashes. 

Why the discrepancy? 


The original story was based on sta- 
tistics provided by the Department of 
Transportation, which chose not to tell 
us about accidents without injuries or 
with less than $1,000 in reported dam- 
age to the cars involved. 

But the NYPD provided us with statis- 
tics on all the accidents — right down to 
minor fender-benders — on the notorious 
strip that saw two fatalities in October. 


No wonder they’re called “New 
York’s Finest.” 

A DOT spokesman claimed that he 
had not willfully withheld information 
from The Papers. 

“It is our policy to only release ‘re- 
ported’ accidents,” said the spokesman, 
Craig Chin, using the bureaucratic term 
for “over $1,000” accidents or acci- 
dents with an injury. 


“We do not routinely give out the 
‘non-reported’ accident numbers,” he 

The new numbers, while horrifying, 
were a relief to local activists. 

‘We always said there were more ac- 
cidents than they indicated,” said Sandy 
Balboza of the Atlantic Avenue Better- 
ment Association. “Now we have the 
proof.” — Gersh Kuntzman 


You call THAT a Brooklyn pie! 

Domino's new 'Brooklyn' pizza not fit for Kings 


Y OU KNOW WHAT THE MAIN 
problem with Domino’s “Brook- 
lyn-style” slice is? It stinks. 

Sorry, that wasn’t a fittingly “Brook- 
lyn-style” put-down. Domino’s new pie 
doesn’t merely stink. It freakin’ stinks like 
the Gowanus canal after a big rainstorm. 

The Michigan-based chain unveiled 
its latest test-lab creation last week, run- 
ning “dese,” “dose,” and “fuhgedabou- 
dit”-filled commercials ad nauseum 
(ironically, a similar word can be used 
to describe the pizza). 

The ad generated the usual hue and cry 
from the usual Defenders of Brooklyn — 
‘We don’t tawk like dat!” said one Kings 
partisan — but complaints about the com- 
mercials ignore the substantive issue here: 
Domino’s is using the good name of 
Brooklyn to sell pizza you wouldn’t serve 
your worst enemy (except that jerk who 
used to beat you up in middle school). 

But you don’t have to believe me 
(except about the beatings — they’re as 



Front Street Pizza pizzaiolo Luis Calderone isn't impressed by Domino's 
Pizza's new, tiny "Brooklyn Pizza." 


I angle mm 


real as the scars on my backside). 

To judge the essential “Brooklyn- 
ness” of Domino’s “Brooklyn-style” 
pie, we ordered two of them to be deliv- 
ered to Front Street Pizza, a DUMBO 
institution that is about as genuine a 
Brooklyn pizza shop as you can get. 

And then we waited. 

And waited. 

And waited. 

Two hours after our first call — and 
after four additional calls — the 
“Brooklyn-style” pies showed up. 

Strike one: 

We Brooklynites don’t wait for pizza. 
Isn’t that why Tony Manero in “Saturday 
See DOMINO'S on page 16 



Heath speaks! 

Boerum Hill-based actor Heath Ledger smiles for the cameras at the Cinema Society's 
"Candy" screening at the Tribeca Grand Hotel on Nov. 6. See interview on page 8. 
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AT 86TH & DAHLGREEN 


Cross on 
red, or end 
up dead! 


By Paul Koepp 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Mom always told you to look 
both ways and wait for the light be- 
fore you cross the street, but at one 
crazy Bay Ridge intersection, resi- 
dents have learned that it’s actually 
safer to cross when the sign tells 
them to stop. 

The comer, an overpass above 
the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway at 
86th Street and Dahlgren Place, is 
not a typical intersection, of course, 
but an object lesson in what happens 
when cars are served before pedes- 

When the traffic light on 86th 
Street turns green, pedestrians on 
the intersection’s north side get a 
“Walk” sign — and the right of way. 
But because 86th is a two-way 
street, drivers making a left onto 
Dahlgren Place — which is a BQE 
entrance ramp — peel out at the first 
break in oncoming traffic, honking 
pedestrians out of their way. 

So most pedestrians don’t cross un- 
til the light changes, exposing them to 
drag racers on Dahlgren, who also 
have the BQE in their sights. 


“I’m not arguing with a truck,” 
said pedestrian Ralph Marino, a re- 
tired mailman who knows the area’s 
traffic patterns. 

An elderly woman who lives one 
street away explained the cross- 
walk’s backward logic. “You never 
go when it says ‘walk,’ ” she said as 
a car zoomed by. “At rush hour, for- 
get it.” 

She looked up Dahlgren Place 
and waited until the light turned red 
and the “Don’t Walk” sign told her 
to stop red-handed. 

“Now I can go,” she said, starting 
slowly across. 

Community Board 10 is request- 
ing a study to address the problem, 
according to District Manager 
Josephine Beckmann. 

“It’s an absolutely bizarre situa- 
tion,” she said. 

Beckmann and others think the 
city might have to install a left-tum 
signal at the light and add signs to 
remind drivers that it is state law to 
yield to pedestrians in a crosswalk. 

But maybe another sign is needed 
for the pedestrians themselves: 

“Only go when the hand says no.” 



The only time it's safe to cross Dahlgreen Street at 8i 
Street is when the sign tells you not to, residents say. 


VITO VIDI VICI! 


Fossella beats Harrison, earns fifth term 


1 13th Congressional District 1 

Vito Fossella ( R) 

56.7% 

Steve Harrison (D) 

43.3% 


By Dana Rubinstein and Christie Rizk 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The city’s lone Republican Congressman, 
Rep. Vito Fossella, held onto his Bay Ridge- 
Staten Island seat even as Democrats stormed 
back into control of the House of Representa- 
tives this week. 

Fossella got 57 percent of the vote on Tuesday, 
beating Bay Ridge lawyer Steve Harrison, who took 
43 percent. 

Though a for- 
mer chair of the 
local community 
board, Harrison 
didn’t even take 
the Brooklyn side of the district, which has a greater 
tendency to vote Democratic. 

Harrison did, however, get closer to Fossella than 
the incumbent’s prior challenger, Frank Barbaro, 
who lost by 18 percent in 2004. 

Political consultants said Fossella’s ability to sur- 
vive the Democratic wave and a hard-working op- 
ponent boils down to one thing: money. 

Fossella had it. Harrison didn’t. 

“Steve didn’t have enough dough to communi- 
cate,” said Hank Sheinkopf, a Democratic consult- 
ant, who was not involved in the race. 

Gerry O’Brien, a consultant from across the aisle, 
agreed. 

“In America today, a challenger taking on an in- 
cumbent isn’t considered serious unless he starts off 
with $2 million,” said O’Brien. 

Harrison raised a mere $109,000 overall, while 
Fossella’s war chest overflowed with more than $1.3 
million. 

The money allowed Fossella to run ads on cable 
See IT'S VITO on page 7 



Avenue of death — and destruction 

The Brooklyn Papers were recently told by the Department of Transportation that there were 1 23 accidents along this stretch of Atlantic Avenue between 
Jan. 1 , 2005, and mid-October, 2006. But new data, furnished by the NYPD, shows that there were actually 583 accidents along the same strip during the 
same period. The chart below reveals the shocking new NYPD data, with the DOT-furnished numbers in smaller type. 



DOT’S numbers don’t add up 

Police provide real statistics for Atlantic Avenue crashes 


The Brooklyn Papers 

The “Avenue of Death” is even 
more violent than we’d imagined. 

Two weeks ago, we reported that 
there were 123 accidents, including 
three fatalities, along Atlantic Avenue 
from the river to Flatbush Avenue. 

But there were actually 583 crashes. 

Why the discrepancy? 


The original story was based on sta- 
tistics provided by the Department of 
Transportation, which chose not to tell 
us about accidents without injuries or 
with less than $1,000 in reported dam- 
age to the cars involved. 

But the NYPD provided us with statis- 
tics on all the accidents — right down to 
minor fender-benders — on the notorious 
strip that saw two fatalities in October. 


No wonder they’re called “New 
York’s Finest.” 

A DOT spokesman claimed that he 
had not willfully withheld information 
from The Papers. 

“It is our policy to only release ‘re- 
ported’ accidents,” said the spokesman, 
Craig Chin, using the bureaucratic term 
for “over $1,000” accidents or acci- 
dents with an injury. 


“We do not routinely give out the 
‘non-reported’ accident numbers,” he 

The new numbers, while horrifying, 
were a relief to local activists. 

“We always said there were more ac- 
cidents than they indicated,” said Sandy 
Balboza of the Atlantic Avenue Better- 
ment Association. “Now we have the 
proof.” — Gersh Kuntzman 



City Council 
goes batty 
over wood 

By Christie Rizk 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

A City Council proposal to ban aluminum bats 
got a “standing O” from some baseball players, 
while others hoped the bill would go down on 
strikes. 

From the high-school diamonds of Bensonhurst to the 
sandlot fields of Red Hook, traditionalists said they sup- 
port the ban, while teenagers with the major leagues in 
their sights begged the city to let them keep their super- 
charged bats. 

“They should really pass the ban,” said Dave Serrano, 
manager of a team of court officers that practices in Red 
Hook Park and only uses genuine lumber. “The kids can 
really hurt each other with metal bats.” 

Having played with metal bats before, Serrano and 
teammate Chris Gallo know that the advantage of a met- 
al bat is also its disadvantage. 

“A ball comes off a metal bat like a dart,” said Gallo. 
And in this day and age, you have to be careful. 

“You give a metal bat to a 17-year-old kid who’s juic- 
ing, and you might as well give him a gun.” 

Such firepower was the motivation for Councilman 
See BATTY on page 6 



Heath speaks! 

Boerum Hill-based actor Heath Ledger smiles for the cameras at the Cinema Society's 
"Candy" screening at the Tribeca Grand Hotel on Nov. 6. See interview on page 8. 


You call THAT a Brooklyn pie! 

Domino's new 'Brooklyn' pizza not fit for Kings 


Y OU KNOW WHAT THE MAIN 
problem with Domino’s “Brook- 
lyn-style” slice is? It stinks. 

Sorry, that wasn’t a fittingly “Brook- 
lyn-style” put-down. Domino’s new pie 
doesn’t merely stink. It freakin’ stinks like 
the Gowanus canal after a big rainstorm. 

The Michigan-based chain unveiled 
its latest test-lab creation last week, run- 
ning “dese,” “dose,” and “fuhgedabou- 
dit”-filled commercials ad nauseum 
(ironically, a similar word can be used 
to describe the pizza). 

The ad generated the usual hue and cry 
from the usual Defenders of Brooklyn — 
“We don’t tawk like dat!” said one Kings 
partisan — but complaints about the com- 
mercials ignore the substantive issue here: 
Domino’s is using the good name of 
Brooklyn to sell pizza you wouldn’t serve 
your worst enemy (except that jerk who 
used to beat you up in middle school). 

But you don’t have to believe me 
(except about the beatings — they’re as 



Front Street Pizza pizzaiolo Luis Calderone isn't impressed by Domino's 
Pizza's new, tiny "Brooklyn Pizza." 



real as the scars on my backside). 

To judge the essential “Brooklyn- 
ness” of Domino’s “Brooklyn-style” 
pie, we ordered two of them to be deliv- 
ered to Front Street Pizza, a DUMBO 
institution that is about as genuine a 
Brooklyn pizza shop as you can get. 

And then we waited. 

And waited. 

And waited. 

Two hours after our first call — and 
after four additional calls — the 
“Brooklyn-style” pies showed up. 

Strike one: 

We Brooklynites don’t wait for pizza. 
Isn’t that why Tony Manero in “Saturday 
See DOMINO’S on page 16 
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Don’t fuhgedaboudit 


A lthough many mocked it as a 

pointless junket, Borough President Mar- 
kowitz’s fact-finding tour of England re- 
vealed the truth about how the world tourism in- 
dustry views our beloved borough — and how 
much more work he and others need to do to 
put Brooklyn on the world’s tour map. 

“I think of Brooklyn as the center of the 
world, but frankly, the travel agents I met did- 
n’t,” Markowitz told The Brooklyn Papers 
upon his return. 

“All they knew about Brooklyn was that it is 
somewhere in New York, it has the Brooklyn 
Bridge and that that Beckham guy has a daugh- 
ter named Brooklyn.” 

And it didn’t take long for the borough’s 
Booster in Chief to see why. While attending 
the World Travel Market trade show, Marko- 


witz said he was stunned by New York’s 
“unimaginative” pitch. Trinidad, he said, had 
“an unbelievable booth with a full band.” Cali- 
fornia served up wine. Las Vegas had show- 
girls. Even Lebanon and Ethiopia had big 
screen TVs showing attractive tourism sites. 

What did New York have? 

“Gonish!” Markowitz said, using the Yiddish 
word for “nothing.” 

“I’m not blaming anyone,” Markowitz made 
clear. “But this market is so competitive that 
you have to be very aggressive.” 

We couldn’t agree more. Tourism has been 
one of New York’s growth industries — yet too 
little of it trickles to Brooklyn. 

The Brooklyn Papers has long complained of 
the M a nhattan-centric approach of NYC & Co., 
the city’s official tourism bureau — and Mar- 


kowitz’s experience overseas shows that tour 
packagers believe New York City stops in Man- 
hattan. 

The good news: Markowitz said NYC & 
Co.’s new leader George Fertitta agreed with 
the borough president on the need to beef up 
New York’s sales pitch — and tell the world 
about non-Manhattan offerings. 

Here’s hoping he delivers. 

Perhaps he should hire Markowitz for more 
road-trips. As we well know, every conversa- 
tion with the Beep revolves around the great- 
ness of Brooklyn. 

Even when we asked him how the fish and 
chips were in foggy London, he said, “They 
were good, but the Chip Shop is better, right 
here in Brooklyn.” 

Sounds like the start of a tourism campaign. 


LETTERS 



If Yards suit fails, so does America 


Opting out of 
home delivery 

Every week, we deliver copies of 
The Brooklyn Papers to homes 
throughout Brownstone Brooklyn. 
Our unique system limits deliveries 
to two Papers per building (eliminat- 
ing the kind of clutter caused by cir- 
cular and menu delivery services). 

We hope everyone appreciates 
our free home delivery, but realize 
there are exceptions to every rule. 

If you've received The Paper at 
home and no longer want this 
free service, you may "opt out" 
of our delivery program by filling 
out the online form at BrooklynPa- 
pers.com/html/about/optout.html 


Send a letter 

By mail: Letters Editor, Brooklyn 
Papers, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, 
NY 11201 

By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

By email: 

Letters@BrooklynPapers.com 
All letters must be signed and 
include the writer's home address 
and phone number (only the writer's 
name and neighborhood are pub- 
lished with the letter). Letters may 
be edited and will not be returned. 
The earlier in the week you send 
your letter, the better. 


To the editor, 

I was dismayed to read that the lat- 
est Atlantic Yards lawsuit is not being 
given much chance of success by legal 
experts (“‘Eminent’ suit on Yards 
called a longshot,” Nov. 4). 

I won’t question the legal minds 
quoted in Ariella Cohen’s piece, but if 
those experts are right, this country is 
in trouble. 

The Supreme Court’s Kelo decision 
perverted hundreds of years of Ameri- 
can tradition, namely that government 
should only condemn privately owned 
property to make room for something 
— a hospital, highway, bridge — that 
has a clear public benefit. 

In Kelo, the Court ruled that such 
land can be taken and transferred to 
private developers like Bruce Ratner. 
Locally, Atlantic Yards is the first bitter 
fruit of that ruling. 

I, for one, am happy that people are 
suing. Atlantic Yards may indeed have 
some public benefit, but it is mostly a 
land-grab by the state on behalf of the 
very well-connected Brace Ratner. 

If the lawsuit fails, alas, our country 
has failed. 

Reginald Saunders, Fort Greene 

Railing for trolleys 

To the editor, 

Your recent article about bringing back 
trolleys (‘Trolley plan derailed again,” 
Oct. 28) reminded me of something few 
Brooklynites know: Trolleys were actual- 
ly less-than-beloved back when Brook- 


lynites had to keep out of their way. 

The term “trolley dodgers” — 
which the baseball team took as its 
name — was no joke! I was doing 
some research on another topic the oth- 
er day and came across an article from 
an 1895 paper [that complained of 
deaths and injuries from speeding trol- 
leys], Doing some more research, I 
found that there was a big gap between 
trolley reality and trolley nostalgia. 

That doesn’t mean trolleys shouldn’t 
be brought back, of course. It’s a good 

No doubt modem traffic would keep 
trolleys from moving at a dangerous 
P ace - Lucia McCreery, 

Prospect Lefferts Gardens 

Smartmomison 

To the editor, 

I knew Louise Crawford well 
enough to nod hello when we passed in 
the street before she started writing her 
Smartmom column. But I had no idea 
she was such a funny, smart writer. 

Week after week, I find myself 
laughing out loud as I read her. 

It’s not easy to he so on point when 
you have to come up with a new topic 
every seven days, but she manages to 
find something relevant every single 
time. But the best thing about the col- 
umn is that, by poking fun at herself, 
Smartmom helps us all take ourselves 
a little less seriously. 

Beth Harpaz, Park Slope 


Golden’s credit 

To the editor, 

I was so pleased to read Dana Ru- 
binstein’s article (“Golf course for chil- 
dren planned at Dyker site,” Nov. 11) 
that reported how state Sen. Marty 
Golden (R-Bay Ridge) “put up $500,000 
for construction” of the new children’s 
golf course. 

I am so happy that Golden used his 
own money and not the taxpayers’. 

Charles F. Beehn, Bay Ridge 

Hevesi’sahack 

To the editor, 

I agree with your editorial, “Alan 
Hevesi must go” (Oct. 28). State 
Comptroller Alan Hevesi using a tax- 
payer funded staff member to drive his 
wife to and from doctors’ appointments 
for several years illustrates his arro- 
gance as a public official. 

Unlike Hevesi, taxpayers have no 
access to government employees to 
chauffeur family members around 
town. Ordinary citizens drive 
loved ones to doctors’ appointments. 

As well as his generous comptroller 
salary, Hevesi also has ample pensions 
from both his Queens College teaching 
position and from previously serving 
as a member of the Assembly and as 
city comptroller. He will also receive 
yet another state pension courtesy of 
taxpayers when he retires — or is 
thrown out! — as state comptroller. 
Not a bad public pension trifecta. 


If any ordinary civil servant did 
what Hevesi did, he would have al- 
ready been fired from his job. It is un- 
fortunate that Hevesi clearly doesn’t 
coi s tently practice or follow what he 
preaches to others. 

Too bad Republican John Faso’s 
ego compelled him to ran a hopeless 
campaign for governor. Given all of 
Hevesi’s baggage, Faso could have 
provided voters with a credible alter- 
native. Faso, unlike Chris Callaghan, 
would have had name recognition and 
the funding necessary to actually use 
the Hevesi scandal to his advantage. In 
2002, he captured 47 percent of the 
vote for comptroller and could have 
been the only Republican to win 
statewide office this time around. 

Larry Penner, Great Neck 

You’re the bums 

To the editor, 

I was happy to see that Rep. Vito 
Fossella (R-Bay Ridge) got re-elected 
on Tuesday night, despite your editori- 
al condemning his values and his sup- 
port for the president (“Throw Fossella 
out,” Nov. 4). 

Not everyone in New York City is 
liberal, you know, and not everyone 
objects to the war in Iraq. Like Fossel- 
la, I believe we should finish the job 
— and that means fighting alongside 
Iraqi soldiers until they are ready to 
defend their country. 

Anything else is cutting and run- 
ning — and Vito Fossella is not a cut- 
and-ranner. Floyd Blake, Bay Ridge 
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COBBLE HILL 

Gift Certificates Available 


Sport! 


saveonscenfs. 

— Fragrances For Every Occasion — 

• Wfioksak - no minimums 

• ‘fragrance / ‘Body Oik 

• Bath & Body 

• Incense 

• OnCine Specials 




Looking for a 
better mailbox? 


u 

1 Get 3 months free with a 1-year service agreement.* 

The UPS Store® 

Mail forwarding" & holding, 
package notification, call-in 
MailCheck®, & more! 



93 Montague Street (at Hicks Street) 

718-802-0900 




parent classes 250 Baltic Street 

■UtZTJSrSS (718) 237-1862 


www.familiesfirstbrooklyn.org 



MASONRY SPECIALISTS 


Construction Financing Available 
Purchase • Home Improvement 
Debt Consolidation Loans 

Jim & Deborah Buscarello 
■ 98 Van Dyke Street • (718) 852-5364 


Ted Rothstein. DDS PhD 

ORTHODONTIST 

A winning smile is a priceless asset 
Clear OrthoCiear 

BRACES f 

Standard Lingual 


& 


35 Remsen St. Brooklyn Heights 
www.drted.com drted35@aol.com 


(718) 852-1551 

Cosmetic Teeth Whitening Center — 


The Most 

Memorable Funeral 

Ft. Greene can offer your loved one 

Enjoy the serenity of 
a comfortable chapel 
located in the historical 
Fort Greene-Clinton Hill area. 
Services customized to meet your needs. 
Serving Fort Green-Clinton Hill 
for over 40 years 

Robert F. Cranford Funeral Home 

203 DeKalb Ave. (bet. Adelphi & Carlton) 

(718) 625-4656 


Candy is dandy, but 
condos are fancier 


burke talon 

192 Amity Street 

^ (between Court St. & Clinton St.) 


City landmarks officials fi- 
nally signed off on a plan to 
build a four-story condo in the 
garden of the vacant Peaks 
Mason Mints factory in 
Brooklyn Heights. 

The Candy Factory — as the 
20 Henry St. building is known 
— has been vacant for more 
than a year following a tumul- 
tuous legal battle between its 
developer and 42 rent-stabilized 
tenants he evicted after opting 
out of the Mitchell-Lama hous- 
ing subsidy program. 

“It’s an ironic circle, said 
Anita Karl, who lived in the 
building for 28 years before los- 
ing her rent-stabilized lease and 
moving to Crown Heights. 

“We were thrown out so [the 
developer] could renovate for 
richer people and now they are 
taking those people’s backyards 
to make more condos.” 

The Landmarks Preservation 
Commission rejected seven plans 



— including some which called 
for a much larger structure — for 
the addition to the 19th-century 
Candy Factory before giving the 
green light last week. 

Landmarks approval was 
needed because the building 
and its annex sit within the 
Brooklyn Heights Historic Dis- 
trict. — Ariella Cohen 


NEW ARRIVAL 

Anna Corinna "City Tote" 
Available in Black, Java, 
Blue, Tan & Plum 


shoes handbags jewelry accessories gifts 

www.BURKETALON.com 



The "candy factory" building's addition, in foreground. 


Artist is bashed in 
Gardens mayhem 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

An artist suffered a two- 
inch head wound after he was 
attacked — on his birthday, no 
less — in one of two robberies 
promulgated by packs of 
armed teenagers running wild 
in Carroll Gardens on Oct. 30. 

It is not clear if the same sus- 
pects were involved in both at- 
tacks, which came about an 
hour apart and within a few 
blocks of each other. Police 
captured three teenage suspects 
that night and linked them to 
other recent robberies — all in- 
volving a shotgun — including 
an Oct. 23 mugging attempt on 
a 56-year-old man walking 
down Hicks Street. 

The attack on the artist came 
as he left a Red Hook home 
around 8:45 pm, heading to- 
ward the Smith-Ninth Street 
subway stop en route to a birth- 
day dinner in Manhattan. 

He was walking down Hunt- 
ington Street when he passed a 
posse of a dozen boys, ranging in 
age from 12 to 18. 

“One of them came out of 
nowhere and hit me on the 
head,” the 33-year-old victim 
recalled. “I kept walking — a 
little faster — towards Hamil- 
ton Avenue, because there’s 
more traffic there. I figured if I 
got close enough to Hamilton, 
the kids would just get lost.” 

No such luck. The brutes 
bashed the birthday boy a sec- 
ond time, then a third. 

“I started to run,” the victim 
said. “There were three or four 
kids in front of me [who] 
knocked me down. Then two or 
three started kicking me and 
hitting me and demanding 
money.” 

When he said he had none, 
the thugs struck him again in 
the back of the head. Police be- 
lieve the suspects had a hand- 
gun. 

“Then they were gone — 
and so was my phone,” he re- 


The victim picked himself 
up and stopped at a bodega near 
the Smith-Ninth Street station 
to clean up his wound. He then 
hopped the F train. 

“I didn’t realize how injured I 
was,” he added later. “But every 
time I ran my fingers through 
my hair there was so much 
blood on them: I had a 2-inch 
gash on the back of my head.” 

The victim cancelled the din- 
ner and took himself to Belle- 
vue Hospital, where he received 

Meanwhile, back in Brook- 
lyn, the crime spree continued. 
Around 10 pm, a 54-year-old 


man suffered a similar, but far- 
less-violent, encounter when a 
pack of a half-dozen teens sur- 
rounded him on Hicks Street, 
near Huntington Street. 

Armed with a shotgun, one 
boy insisted, “Give me your 
money or I’ll blow your head 
off.” 

The posse snatched the vic- 
tim’s MetroCard, his cellphone 
and $400, and dashed off. 

But not all of them escaped. 

Police Officer Irving Contr- 
eras of the 76th Precinct caught 
up with three of the boys — all 
age 15 — and cuffed them on 
felony robbery charges. 


Correction 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Last week’s article about Coney Island redevelopment (“Thor 
Wields its Hammer in Coney Island”) suggested that Coney Island 
USA founder Dick Zigun had made a deal to relocate his famed 
Sideshow and museum into the proposed Thor Equities develop- 
ment. In fact, Zigun has secured funding from the city to find a new 
location within Coney Island, but there is no formal deal with Thor 
Equities at this time. The Brooklyn Papers also reported that Zigun 
had removed some negative posts from his organization’s Web site, 
but it turns out that the person who wrote the comments removed 
them himself. The Brooklyn Papers regrets the errors. 


Brooklyn Do? House 

1 ^ daycare 8 boarding 

A A 7 1 ® 222-4900 

/,rN \\ 7am-i0pm weekdays, qam-iOpin weekends 

Hi 


2 supervised playgrounds - fun G SAFE 
web cams -watch your dog play 
curbside pick up and drop off 
air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
individual attention 

multi-pet 5 long-term boarding discounts 

]Z] Douglass (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


SHOP FOR 
THANKSGIVII 


DOWNTOWN 

BROOKLYN 

Farmer's 

Markets 


FRESH FROM LOCAL FARMS: 

apples, pears, grapes, melons, fresh herbs, 
lettuce, celery, beets, turnips, eggplant, peppers, 
broccoli, cauliflower, brussel sprouts, winter squash, 
pumpkins, potatoes, greens, onions, carrots, mushrooms, apple cider, eggs, 
cheese, honey, beef, pork, poultry, wine, plants, baked goods, and more! 

Borough Hall Market 

Cadman Plaza (at Court & Montague) 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays 
8:00am to 5:00pm 



m 


Ft. Greene Market 

Washington Park (bet. Dekalb & Willoughby) 
Saturdays 8:00am to 4:00pm 


CHRISTMAS 

LIGHTS • DECORATIONS * ORNAMENTS 
TREES WREATHS > STOCKINGS 

(ft 



% 


1 We Appreciate Your Business! Featuring , 

AMERICAN 

HOUSEWARES 


(718) 243-0844 || 

, 4, s • mraw 


Leave 
packages 
with us. 

And worries 
behind. 


As your neighborhood shipping center 
we offer many services in addition to packing and shipping.* 
Stop in to find out what we can offer you. 

COPY SERVICE • OFFICE SUPPLIES • FAX SERVICE 
GIFT CARDS • BINDING LAMINATING 
PASSPORT PHOTOS • MAILBOX RENTALS 



COBBLE HILL VARIETY 
.Sc MAILING CENTER 

495 Henry Street 
(718) 852-8844 

Open 7 Days 'til 9pm 




[X 

Authorized ShipCenter 


i NATURAL CURL’S SECRET WEAPON 



Our legendary super 
softening souffle 
spiked with extra 
cooling peppermint 
essence is the 
premium ultimate for 


Our world famous Wanna boost? This splendid mois 

CURLY PUDDING™ This potent emul- ture blend is here I 

is a smooth opera- sion packs the rescue kids, mom- 

tor that transforms punch you need mies and daddies 

shrunken kinks for pogo stick from knotty, dried < 

to super shiny oingy boingy curls. tangled kinks and 

stretched out curls. It’s essential for growing out natural 

curls. softening and growing hair and preventing 

out natural hair. peppercorn tangled 

knotted ends. 

Williamsburg • Sodafine Dumbo • Pretty Inside Fort Greene • Time Salon 

119 Grand Street 147 Front Street Suite #216 9 Greene Avenue 

Brooklyn, NY 11211 Brooklyn, NY 11201 Brooklyn, NY 11238 


m 
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Brennan cruises to another victory 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

It’s hard to shake the idea 
that Assemblyman Jim Bren- 
nan kinda knew he wouldn’t 
be losing his job. 

Not only did the 20-year in- 
cumbent barely campaign against 
his unknown Republican chal- 


lenger — sometimes even taking 
time to fundraise for his coming 
race for city Comptroller — he 
had a full, post-Election Day 
schedule. 

“There is a large group of 
scofflaw developers that must 
be deterred,” Brennan said the 
morning after winning re-elec- 
tion with 86 percent of the vote 


1 44th Assembly District 1 

Jim Brennan (D) 

85.6% 

Yvette Bennett (R) 

14.3% 


in a district that spans from 
Park Slope through Windsor 
Terrace to Kensington. 

To battle the high-rise punks, 



James Brennan 


Brennan will chair a public 
hearing on Wednesday on 
toughening enforcement of city 
building codes and zoning reso- 
lutions. 

Brennan has suggested 
strengthening the current laws 
so that builders who break city 
codes would have to pay heftier 
fines, or even go to jail — a 
controversial get-tough measure 
that lobbyists for the building 
industry decry. 

“As the building boom goes 
on, we need to ensure that the 
city is enforcing codes that ensure 
adequate public safety,” he said. 

Brennan also plans to start 
off his new term with efforts to 
protect Windsor Terrace and 
Kensington with the same type 
of downzoning that covers Park 
Slope South and Green- Wood 
Heights. 

Public hearing on building 
code enforcement and compli- 
ance, Assembly Hearing Room 
(250 Broadway, near City Hall), 
room 1923, Nov. 19,10 am. For 
information, call Deborah Stev- 
ens at (518) 455-4363. 


KBfiUGh 

IPM53® 


L*i 


Park 
Veterinary 

• Veterinarian lives on premises and always available 
for emergency and non-emergency treatment 

• Kind, affordable and experienced veterinary care 
(including chiropractic care) 



654 5th Auenue • Park Slope 
bet. 19th & 20th Sts. 
1718) 788-1875 


GROOMING -BOARDING 

Dogs & Cats • Your Inspection Invited! 


ZOe Service the 
* THovie Stars!* 


PUPPIES & KITTENS! 

Best Health • Home Bred • Temperments 
★★★★★ 

5 STAR =1“*- T 


(718)258-2342 


PuppyParadise.com 

2082 Flatbush Ave. Bklyn, NY 



Brooklyn Do? House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

A A 718 222-4900 

^ 7am-l0pm weekdays, Qam-lOpm weekends 


2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 
web cams - watcn your dog play 
curbside pick up and drop off 
air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
individual attention 

multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

]Tj DOUglaSS (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


THE BRENNAN FILE 



Current job: State Assemblyman since 1 985, repre- 
senting Park Slope, Windsor Terrace, Kensington and 
Flatbush. 

Background: Brennan is long-time budget geek who 
found some new bones to pick with the state's sub- 
sidy of Atlantic Yards. Other pet issues are affordable 
housing, building safety and health care, especially 
mental health. He fought to allow those with mental 
illness to pay half-fare on the city's transit system. 

Fun fact: Jim is an old pal of hard-boiled Village Voice 
snoop and Windsor Terrace resident, Tom Robbins! 



A sad day for 
gourmands 

Anthony Scicchitano, a Park Slope pioneer and Fifth Av- 
enue fixture, died on Tuesday. Scicchitano, the former own- 
er of A.S. Pork Store, was as famous for his work on trans- 
forming Fifth Avenue as he was for serving up the best 
mozzarella and freshest pork sausage from his store for 
decades. He also owned Cucina restaurant at one point. 
"I'm naturally very sad for his family — but the loss is going 
to be felt everywhere in the neighborhood," said Park 
Sloper David Shenk, an A.S. regular. 


■ EXPRESS 

'CAR 
I WAS 


I 


' Wet Wax 

> Clean 
I Wheels 

I • Hand 
| Towel Dry 




DON’T BE A 

JIVE TURKEY 

Shop early for your 
Thanksgiving houseware needs 

Irak 

TARZIAN WEST 

194 Seventh Avenue (at 2nd St.) 
(718) 788-4213 

M-F: 10am-7pm; Sat: 10am-6:30pm; Sun: noon-5pm 


Panoramic NY harbor & skyline view 



COBBLEHEIGHTS.COM 


SWITCHING TO A BETTER MEDICARE PLAN 
IS EASY. LIVING WITH A PLAN THAT MAY 
NOT BE RIGHT FOR YOU, THAT'S HARD. 



(J9 

Health Net 8 



IF YOU’RE NOT SURE WHETHER YOUR CURRENT PLAN BEST SUITS 
YOUR NEEDS, WE CAN HELP. At Health Net, we’ve made it easy for you to 
switch to a better plan. Together, we’ll walk through the Health Net color quiz. Based on 
your answers, we’ll help you figure out which one of our simple, color-coded plans may 
be right for you. 

WE OFFER A VARIETY OF PLANS. 

• Combined medical and drug plans from $0 per month. 

• A drug plan option with no gap in generic drug coverage. 

• No copayments for most preventive services. 

• Plans that include dental coverage. 


FIND OUT MORE BY ATTENDING A LOCAL SEMINAR. 


George’s Restaurant 

November 13 th , 13 th , 20 th , 22 nd , 27 th & 29 th 
10:00 & 11:30 A.M. 

3701 5 th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11220 


Bridgeview Diner 

November 16 th & 30 th 
10:00 A.M. 

9011 3 rd Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11209 


Call 1-800-949-2512 ext. 2157 to reserve your seat at a seminar. (TTY) 1-888-747-2424 for 
the hearing impaired, 8 A.M. - 8 P.M., 7 days a week. WWW.ABETTERDECISION.COM 


Health Net of New York, Inc. is an organization with a separate annually renewed Medicare contract and is a subsidiary of 
Health Net, Inc. Anyone with Medicare Part A and Part B may apply. Beneficiaries must continue to pay their Part B premium (and Part 
A, if applicable), if not otherwise paid for by Medicaid or another third party. The availability of coverage beyond the current contract 
year (2007) is not guaranteed. Health Net® is a registered service mark of Health Net, Inc. All rights reserved. A sales representative 
will be present with information and applications. To arrange for accommodation for persons with special needs at sales meetings, call 
1-800-949-2512 ext. 2157, (TTY) 1-888-747-2424 for the hearing impaired, 8 A.M. - 8 P.M., 7 days a week. H3366_2007_071 (10/06) 
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Victim and super 
thwart robber 


• 65 years in business • Friendly, courteous people 

• Fast, reliable service • Serving all five boroughs 

• Radio dispatched • Airport transportation 

• Nice cars • Corporate accounts welcome 


Open 24 hours / 7 days a week 

(718) 238-4440 • (718) 972-5900 


STAIR LIFTS 



PHARMACY & SURGICAL 

ran.**® • 2064 Flatbush Ave. • (718) 377-4900 


Fast Alterations 
Dry Cleaning 



Tailor J, Inc. 

278 73rd St. 
(718) 833-8725 

tailorj.com 
Mon-Sat: 8:00am-7pm 


Mailboxes 

2 months FREE! 

when you purchase 10 months @ $14.98/mo. 

plus FREE incoming fax service 


Authorized FedEx Shipping Center I 
' I ,- FedEx Air pick up 7pm daily 


6904 Colonial Road 
■*- ™ (7X8) 238-4200 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 


68th Precinct 


Talk about good timing! 

A quick-thinking Bay Ridge 
man and his building’s super 
helped cops nab a burglar 
whom the victim discovered in- 
side his Fort Hamilton Parkway 
apartment on Nov. 2. 

When the 34-year-old apart- 
ment dweller discovered the 
stranger just before 1 am, the 
victim ran from his unit to the 
super, who called 911. The ten- 
ant and the super then returned 
to the burglarized apartment 
and held the prowler until po- 
lice arrived at the building, just 
off 93rd Street. 

Stolen property was later 
found in the alley next to the 
building, so police Officer 
Daniel Salvato arrested the 28- 
year-old prowler on burglary 
charges. 

In a family way 

Most people don’t suspect a 
pregnant lady. But maybe they 
should. 

A pregnant bag-snatcher 
struck a Fifth Avenue beauty 
salon and escaped with cash 
and personal goods valued at 
more than $400 on Nov. 2, po- 
lice said. 

The big-bellied suspect 
slipped into the hair and nail 
shop, near 86th Street, around 4 
pm. But instead of resting her 
tired feet in the pedicure pool, 
the woman grabbed a purse 
near the front desk and bolted 
out the door. 

The thief, described as a 
black woman, 5-foot- 1, with 
dark, straight hair, was last seen 
walking along Fifth Avenue, to- 
ward 86th Street. She was 
wearing a brown sweatshirt, 
beige sneakers, a beige scarf 
and a black skullcap. 

The stolen bag — a black, 
leather model — held credit 
cards, an MP3 player, a blue 
umbrella, a Louis Vuitton key 
ring, valued at $200, and $155 
in one-dollar bills. 

Cars burglarized 

Burglars stole eyewear and a 
saxophone from two vehicles 
parked on Bay Ridge streets on 
Nov. 3. 

Between 2:40 pm and 3:30 
pm, thieves busted the passen- 
ger-side window of a black Vol- 
vo parked on 68th Street, near 


POLICE BLOTTER 


Shore Road. The owner of the 
2005 sedan, a Staten Island res- 
ident, said the burglar escaped 
with merchandise valued at 
$1,500, including a pair of de- 
signer eyeglasses, a winter coat, 
a rain coat and an Olympus 
camera. 

And between 3:15 pm and 5 
pm, thieves hit a 2003 Saturn 
parked on Seventh Avenue, 
near 63rd Street. The burglar 
busted through the window of 
the gray sedan, owned by a 30- 
year-old Bay Ridge man, and 
made off with his fiancee’s 
purse, a guitar and a saxo- 


62nd Precinct 


Egg rolled 

A40-year-old Chinese deliv- 
eryman lost $400 to a knife- 
wielding thief who attacked 
him on 21st Avenue on Nov. 3, 
police said. 

The victim brought the food 
order to a building near 73rd 
Street, at 4:30 pm. But when he 
rang, no one answered to claim 
the chow. Instead, a robber sur- 
prised him from behind, held a 
knife to his back and demanded 
money. 

The thief — described as a 
white man in his early 20s — 
grabbed the victim’s wallet and 
ran off with the cash, several 
credit cards and miscellaneous 
identification. The victim was 
not physically injured. 

Brollie battle 

Police arrested a thug who 
beat a teenager with his own 
umbrella while on Avenue S on 
Nov. 2. 

The brute confronted the 13- 
year-old victim as the boy left 
school, around 2:30 pm. The 
two got into an argument, near 
West Fifth Street, which led the 
suspect to snatch the boy’s um- 
brella and strike him over the 
head with it. 

He then followed up with his 
fists, pummeling the victim’s 
face and leaving swollen red 

Slashing 

The encounter was more of a 
trick than a treat, for sure. 

A man on West Ninth Street 
was cut in the face with an un- 


known object on Halloween 

The armed man rushed his 
54-year-old victim from behind, 
as he walked near Avenue U, at 
9:40 pm. The thug slashed the 
man and ran off before the vic- 
tim could get a good look at 

Boxcutter heist 

A pair of armed thieves 
knocked a man from his moun- 
tain bike during a robbery on 
Nov. 6, police said. 

One thug rushed the 25-year- 
old victim from behind as he 
rode along Avenue T, near West 
Sixth Street, at 2:40 am. They 
pushed him off the bike and 
grabbed at his bag. 

When the man got up to re- 
trieve the items, the robbers 
slashed his face with a boxcutter. 

Threatening further injury, 
the thieves grabbed the bike 
and $60 cash and ran off. 

Thief hung up 

Police arrested one of three 
thieves who robbed a man of 
his cellphone on Benson Av- 

The trio surrounded the vic- 
tim as he chatted on the phone, 
near the comer of Bay 35th 
Street, around 1 pm. 

One grabbed the phone and 
pushed the victim in the back of 
the head. When the man turned 
to face the attackers, another 
thug punched him in the left 
side of the face. 

The thieves fled on Benson 
Avenue. Police stopped one 
suspect at Bath Avenue and 
24th Avenue, but the victim 
could not identify him as an at- 
tacker. The victim did ID anoth- 
er man — and that 19-year-old 
now faces robbery charges. 

Choker caught 

Police nabbed a teenager 
who grabbed another boy’s 
neck during a Nov. 3 robbery at 
a Bensonhurst school. 

The 13-year-old left gym 
class at the 80th Street school, 
near 16th Avenue, at 11:10 am. 
The older student grabbed him 
by the neck and snatched his 
cellphone from his front pocket. 
The theft left the victim with 
scratches around his neck. 

The 15-year-old suspect now 
faces robbery charges. 


Loose Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 
have the “Mini-Implant System” placed in 
less than two hours, then go out and enjoy your 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 
As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony 
on ABC & Fox News 


® — 


• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans available and Insurance coverage)^ 
Dr. Tony is recognized as a Professor of the Mini Dental Implant. 


*0NLY $495 
FOR DENTURE! 

Limited Time Offer 
‘with a puchase of MDI 


Call today for your FREE Consultation 

718 - 833-6895 

461 77th St - Bay Ridge • 1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Island 
www. oraldentalcare. com 


NETWORKING PRODUCTIONS GROUP presents 

Living with Style 
in Bay Ridge 

Making friends and connections 

Community Resource Expo 
and Networking Mixer 

Come mix and mingle with local 
business, professional and community members 

Wednesday, November 15, 6 — 8pm 

Best Western Gregory 

8315 Fourth Avenue, Bay Ridge 

$20 per person 

Continental Buffet • Half Price Drinks 

Make checks payable to: Networking Productions Group 
Mail to: Ruth M. Berg, 9303 Shore Road, 2H, Brooklyn 11209 


SPONSORS: E 


RSVP (718) 238-8493 


SWITCHING TO A BETTER MEDICARE PLAN 
IS EASY. LIVING WITH A PLAN THAT MAY 
NOT BE RIGHT FOR YOU, THAT'S HARD. 





Health Net’ 

MEDICARE PROGRAMS 



IF YOU’RE NOT SURE WHETHER YOUR CURRENT PLAN BEST SUITS 
YOUR NEEDS, WE CAN HELP. At Health Net, we’ve made it easy for you to 
switch to a better plan. Together, we’ll walk through the Health Net color quiz. Based on 
your answers, we’ll help you figure out which one of our simple, color-coded plans may 
be right for you. 

WE OFFER A VARIETY OF PLANS. 

• Combined medical and drug plans from $0 per month. 

• A drug plan option with no gap in generic drug coverage. 

• No copayments for most preventive services. 

• Plans that include dental coverage. 

FIND OUT MORE BY ATTENDING A LOCAL SEMINAR. 


George’s Restaurant 

November 13 th , 13 th , 20 th , 22 nd , 27 th & 29 th 
10:00 & 11:30 A.M. 

3701 5 th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11220 


Bridgeview Diner 

November 16 th & 30 th 
10:00 A.M. 

9011 3 rd Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11209 


Call 1-800-949-2512 ext. 2157 to reserve your seat at a seminar. (TTY) 1-888-747-2424 for 
the hearing impaired, 8 A.M. - 8 P.M., 7 days a week. WWW.ABETTERDECISION.COM 


Health Net of New York, Inc. is an organization with a separate annually renewed Medicare contract and is a subsidiary of 
Health Net, Inc. Anyone with Medicare Part A and Part B may apply. Beneficiaries must continue to pay their Part B premium (and Part 
A, if applicable), if not otherwise paid for by Medicaid or another third party. The availability of coverage beyond the current contract 
year (2007) is not guaranteed. Health Net® is a registered service mark of Health Net, Inc. All rights reserved. A sales representative 
will be present with information and applications. To arrange for accommodation for persons with special needs at sales meetings, call 
1-800-949-2512 ext. 2157, (TTY) 1-888-747-2424 for the hearing impaired, 8 A.M. - 8 P.M., 7 days a week. H3366_2007_071 (10/06) 
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Second time's a charm 

Two years later, Hyer-Spencer takes assembly seat 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Democrat Janele Hyer- 
Spencer narrowly won a 
Bay Ridge-Dyker Heights 
Assembly seat on Tues- 
day, edging out Anthony 
Xanthakis by just 638 
votes in a race filled with 
bile. 

With the razor-thin margin, 
Xanthakis didn’t concede until 
the wee hours of Wednesday 
morning, but, in an act of bit- 
terness over the tense race, 
failed to congratulate his win- 


ning opponent. 

“I never got a phone call,” 
said Hyer-Spencer. “I had ear- 
lier gotten his number in case 
I lost, so I could call and con- 
gratulate him . . . I’m sure he’s 

Hyer-Spencer, a Staten Is- 
land children’s welfare attor- 
ney, gave her victory speech at 
the Staaten, an Island banquet 
hall. 

Xanthakis is former coun- 
sel to the retiring three-term 
Assemblyman Matthew Mir- 
ones, and was Mirones’s 
hand-picked successor. 


He could not be reached for 
comment on Wednesday. 

This was Hyer-Spencer ’s 
second run for Assembly. In 
2004, she ran a self-funded 
campaign against Mirones, 
and took 40 percent of the 

This year, she pulled in 
twice as much funding as 
Xanthakis, raising $209,000. 

But the real difference, said 
one Democratic insider, was 
in their work ethics. 

“She was tireless,” said 
Ralph Perfetto, a district 
leader. “Xanthakis didn’t work 


1 60th Assembly District 1 

Janele Hyer-Spencer (D) 

51.6% | 

Anthony Xanthakis (R) 

48.4% | 


as hard as her. In fact, he had 
to resort to negative stuff.” 

At a debate hosted by the 
Bay Ridge Community Council 
at the Shore Road Senior Cen- 
ter, Xanthakis accused Hyer- 
Spencer of being nothing more 
than a stooge for the state De- 
mocratic party, and of acting in 
her own self-interest when she 
left her job as city Councilman 
Vincent Gentile’s chief of staff 


after only six months. 

“Gentile deserves better 
than that,” said Xanthakis. 
“He deserves someone who 
took a job seriously.” 

His rhetoric got so nasty, 
that Hyer-Spencer began to 
tear up during her closing re- 

“Shelly Silver didn’t back 
me in 2004 — no one did ex- 
cept that man,” said Hyer- 
Spencer, her voice breaking as 
she pointed to her husband. 

It’s been at least a decade 
since a Democrat held the As- 
sembly seat. 



A victorious Janele Hyer-Spencer said she didn't get a congratulatory call from her oppo- 
nent, Anthony Xanthakis, whom she beat by less than 1 ,000 votes. 


Red-letter day: Ex-Soviet 


Brook-Krasny wins 



Alec Brook-Krasny 


The Brooklyn Papers 

The Russian-American 
melodrama that gripped the 
emigre communities of Coney 
Island and Brighton Beach for 
weeks has finally come to an 


end, with Democrat Alec 
Brook-Krasny winning the 
Assembly seat that covers 
those neighborhoods, plus Bay 
Ridge and Dyker Heights. 

Brook-Krasny won 70 per- 


cent of the vote, while his Re- 
publican opponent. Bay 
Ridgite Patricia Laudano, got 
30 percent. 

Meanwhile, Brook-Krasny’s 
opponent in the Sept. 8 Demo- 
cratic primary, Ari Kagan, has 




Alec Brook-Krasny (D) 

70.3% | 

Patricia Laudano (R) 

29.7% 


reportedly conceded defeat. 


“He called me and conced- 
ed last week,” said Brook- 
Krasny at a pre-election break- 
fast at Junior’s. 

It was an anti-climactic con- 
clusion to a colorful race rife 
with accusations of KGB affil- 


iations, voter intimidation, and 
electoral fraud. 

Brook-Krasny, upon assum- 
ing office in January, will be- 
come the first Soviet-bom 
member of the state Assembly. 

Ain’t detente grand? 


It wasn’t just Laudano 
staunch conservative values that 
hurt her. It was her surname. 

“How are you going to beat 
a Russian in a district that in- 
cludes Brighton Beach?” one 
consultant said. — Rubinstein 


Thor Equities wields 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The battle for the Board- 
walk has begun. 

Coney Island’s biggest land- 
lord, developer Joe Sitt, took his 
first steps last week towards re- 
making the honky-tonk neigh- 
borhood into a glitzy Vegas-on- 
the Atlantic — and already, the 
darts are flying within the tight- 
knit community of freaks, 
geeks, and other wonders of hu- 


man curiosity. 

The carnival conflict erupted 
when Sitt’s Thor Equities sent 
eviction notices to eight tenants 
who operate games, shops and 
amusement rides at a former 
dance hall known as the Hen- 
derson Building that the devel- 
oper plans to demolish to make 
way for a man entrance to his 
proposed $ 1.5-billion indoor 
water park, hotel, megaplex and 
retail development. 

The eviction notices hit the 


neighborhood like ammo from 
the Shoot-the-Freak game. 

Suddenly, longtime carnival 
colleagues were trashing the de- 
veloper — and each other — on 
the street and on Internet bul- 
letin boards. 

“Coney Island never had 
much trust to begin with and now 
people are faced with losing their 
jobs. They get scared and start 
saying stuff,” said Jimmy Carchi- 
olo, who will lose his balloon- 
racing booth on Dec. 3 1 . 


Talk of who will be allowed 
to stay another season has been 
rampant since Sitt began nego- 
tiating with small property 
owners — many of whom had 
only “handshake” leases, a 
spokesman for the developer 
said — who operate businesses 
on his Sitt’s land along Surf Av- 
enue and the Boardwalk. 

“It’s hard to be forced out 
when you know other people 
get to stay,” Carchiolo said. 

The fallout from the evictions 
has even reached Dick Zigun, 
whose Coney Island USA mns 
the famed Circus Sideshow. Zi- 
gun is looking for new digs, but 
has made no deal with Thor. 
Critics say it’s a matter of time. 

“The time I’m an insider and 
my job is to get the best deal 
for Coney Island and Coney Is- 
land USA in the new Coney Is- 
land,” he told The Brooklyn 
Papers. 

That deal, however, has 
made Zigun — a Coney stal- 
wart — a target of those who 
accuse him of siding with de- 
velopers and stabbing his 
neighborhood sword-swallow- 
ers in the back. 

A man identifying himself as 
“Coney Blowhard” even went 
on Zigun’s own Web site to 
slam the sideshow king for sell- 
ing out the very audience he 

“The artsy kids [wjon’t want 
to come to the new Coney Is- 
land, and then what?” he wrote. 
There were other similarly 
rude, highly personal posts. 

Even the game operators 
who will be able to stay, thanks 
to formal lease agreements, had 
spite to share. 

“[Thor Equities] says Coney 
Island is their pet project, but 
it’s my life,” said Cesar Rafel, 
who operates five games on 
Henderson Walk and lives near- 
by. 

“I own a small business, pay 
taxes and support my kids. All a 
new hotel or some shops is go- 
ing to do is turn me back into a 
worker.” 

In new renderings released 
this week, Sitt’s domain will be 
transformed by super-size street 
furniture styled after circus ele- 
phants and the mermaids that 
come out each year for Zigun’s 
trendy Mermaid Parade. 

“We want jaws to drop,” said 
the developer’s spokesman, Lee 
Silberstein. “This is going to be 
the largest expansion of the 
amusement district that Coney 



"Anthony" (right) waits for customers in a basketball game stand at the corner of Stillwell Av- 
enue and Bowery Street, while Dick Zigun (left) stands inside Coney Island USA, a mini-muse- 
um of Coney Island artifacts located on Surf and Stillwell avenues. Zigun has been pilloried by 
old-timers, who say he has sold out. The Henderson building (below) is slated to be torn down. 



its hammer in Coney 



The latest Thor Equities vision for the Boardwalk in Coney Island. 


has ever seen. There will be 
jobs, restaurants at every price 
point, all kinds of retail, the wa- 
ter park, a hotel where people 
could hold trade shows.” 

But in order to turn a profit, 
the complex must be at least 
two million square feet and at- 
tract at least 13 million guests a 
year, Sitt told New York maga- 
zine last year. 


Few believe the transition 
from honky-tonk to high-rise 
will be easy. 

“Coney Island needs the new 
blood,” said Michael Sarrel, the 
owner of Ruby’s, a classic old- 
man bar that has been promised 
at least another year on the 
Boardwalk and a spot in the 
amusement complex. 

“But for the people who are 


here now, what the change will 
mean is the end to jobs, $1 cof- 
fee and an affordable day out.” 

Sarrel told The Brooklyn Pa- 
pers that he didn’t plan to move 
to the new development. 

“Honestly,, I don’t believe 
that would be something that 
would make any sense for us,” 
he said. “We are an outside 
place, take us inside and you 


lose the charm.” 

Even Zigun, now recovering 
from the virtual blows to his 
ego, predicts a tough ride ahead 
for the home of the Cyclone. 

“We haven’t had development 
for 70 or 80 years. We need it 
and it’s happening,” he said. 
“But there are questions of sensi- 
tivity and those seem to have 
gotten off on a wrong foot.” 


Ratner's job numbers have fallen short 

Bruce's two malls haven't met projections, but State still thinks Atlantic Yards will 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The number of retail jobs 
that state officials say will be 
created by Bruce Ratner’s 
Atlantic Yards mega-develop- 
ment ignores the reality of his 
two existing shopping malls 
directly across the street, where 
job performance has fallen 
short, according to Ratner’s 
own data. 

Ratner’s Atlantic Terminal and 
Atlantic Center malls created a 
combined 1,680 jobs — a whop- 
ping 42 percent, or 1,220 jobs, less 
than what should have been creat- 
ed according to the state’s standard 
job-projection formula. 

That state formula — one job 
for every 300 square feet of shop- 


ping area — is now being used to 
create the impression that Rat- 
ner’s Atlantic Yards’ proposed 
247,000 square feet of retail space 
would generate 824 jobs. 

But if the job-generation histo- 
ry of Atlantic Terminal, which 
opened in 2004, and Atlantic Cen- 
ter, which opened in 1996, repeats 
itself, Atlantic Yards will only cre- 
ate 477 jobs — 347 fewer that 
Ratner that promised in his “Jobs, 
Housing and Hoops” scheme. 

Officials at the Empire State 
Development Corporation would 
not comment on the jobs shortfall. 

“We didn’t handle those proj- 
ects [Atlantic Terminal and At- 
lantic Center malls],” said ESDC 
spokeswoman Jessica Copen. 

She added that the projections 
for the Yards — one of the project’s 
main selling points — could go 


down before the final project plan is 
approved later this year. 

The numbers have certainly 
been fluid. Originally, Forest City 
Ratner predicted 770 retails jobs 
at Atlantic Yards, but the number 
rose to 824 using the ESDC’s 
one-per-300-square-foot model. 

As a result of all this fuzzy 
math, critics said the state should be 
looking closely at Ratner’s own 
recent histoty in Brooklyn. 

“The state should be basing all 
its decisions on information that 
is verifiable and creditable,” said 
Assemblyman Jim Brennan (D- 
Park Slope). 

The shortfall at Ratner’s malls 
was mostly blamed on the devel- 
oper’s failure to attract enough re- 
tail tenants. 

In Atlantic Center mall, one 
prime location became back-of- 


fice space for the ESDC. Another 
became a Department of Motor 
Vehicles office after the Sports 
Authority left. 

The ESDC job prediction for At- 
lantic Yards was part of an internal 
economic analysis memo that was 
released on Oct. 18 after pressure 
from Brennan, blogger Norman 
Oder and The Brooklyn Papers. 

But even if the number of new 
jobs end up being lower, Atlantic 
Yards supporters said that any job 
creation is a good thing. 

“This is a decent number [of 
jobs] for a development of this 
scale,” said Matthew Nerzig, a 
spokesman for Service Employees 
International United local 32BJ, 
which would represent the door- 
men, maintenance workers and 
cleaners who would service a pro- 
jected 6,860-residential units in the 


$4.2-billion development. 

Atlantic Yards would also bring 
2,253 office jobs, 108 hotel jobs 
and 95 parking-related jobs to the 
22-acre site in Prospect Heights, ac- 
cording to the ESDC analysis. 

New Jersey union members 
who work at the Nets’ current are- 
na in the Meadowlands swamp 
will get first dibs on the 400 posi- 
tions at the new arena, union offi- 
cials said. 

In total, only 30 percent of the 
development’s jobs will be new, 
according to the ESDC. 

But even new mall jobs create 
old problems locally. 

“[When a new store opens] an 
[existing] store ... fires some- 
one,” said Pat Purcell, a 
spokesman for the United Food 
and Commercial Workers, a na- 


But no matter how many retail 
jobs are created at Atlantic Yards — 
824, according to the ESDC, or 477 
based on Ratner’s history — job- 
hungry Brooklynites cheered. 

“Those are jobs that [will] go 
to people in our community,” said 
Ayesha Morgan, a Fort Greene 
resident who worked at the At- 
lantic Terminal Target. 

But even the retail jobs may not 
be “new.” The retail sector around 
the country has been bleeding jobs 
as neighborhood shops layoff staff 
as they compete against low-mar- 
gin chain stores and tightly staffed 
discount stores in malls tike Rat- 
ner’s, as well as the Internet. 

In September alone, retailers 
nationwide cut 12,000 jobs, slash- 
ing more paychecks than even the 
auto industry, according to the 
federal Department of Labor. 
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RATNER'S JOBS JIVE AT YARDS. . . 


RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 


First A.M.E. Zion Church 

54 MacDonough St. 

(bet. Tompkin & Marcy Ave.) 


(718) 638-3343 P 


Congregation 
Kol Israel 

603 St. Johns Place 

638-6583 


# Cong. B’nai Jacob 

' Park Slope Synagogue 
401 9th Str. btw 6th & 7th Ave. 

71&832-1266 

Services: 7:15 Morning Minyan 
Shabbat: Fri Sundown Sat 9:30am 

CLASSES/EVENTS/HOLIDAYS 

www.patksiopeshul.org 


Union 

Temple 

Park Slope's Friendliest Reform Congregation 

SHABBAT SERVICES: 

followed by Potluck Dinner 6:30 p.m. 

17 Eastern Parkway 

638-7600 

Rabbi Dr. Linda Henry Goodman 


Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza W. 
Conservative/Egalitarian 
A House for Prayer / A Home for People 

718-875-9124 


Shabbat Shalom! 

Presented by 

B'nai Avraham 

of Brooklyn Heights 
117 Remsen St. • 596-4840 
Rabbi Aaron Raskin 

Candle 

Lighting 

Vayera 

Fri., November 10. before 4:25pm 

Chayei Sara 

Fri., November 17, before 4:19pm 


Continued from page 1 

“We didn’t handle those 
projects [Atlantic Terminal 
and Atlantic Center malls],” 
said ESDC spokeswoman Jes- 

She added that the job pro- 
jections for the Yards — one 
of the project’s main selling 
points — could go down be- 
fore the final project plan is 
approved later this year. 

The numbers have certainly 
been fluid. Originally, Forest 
City Ratner predicted 770 re- 
tails jobs at Atlantic Yards, but 
the number rose to 824 using 
the ESDC’s one-per-300- 
square-foot model. 

As a result of all this fuzzy 
math, critics said the state should 
be looking closely at Ratner’s 
own recent history in Brooklyn. 

“The state should be basing 
all its decisions on informa- 
tion that is verifiable and cred- 
itable,” said Assemblyman 
Jim Brennan (D-Park Slope). 

The shortfall at Ratner’s 
malls was mostly blamed on 
the developer’s failure to at- 
tract enough retail tenants. 

In Atlantic Center mall, one 
prime location became back- 
office space for the ESDC. 
Another became a Depart- 
ment of Motor Vehicles office 
after the Sports Authority left. 

The ESDC job prediction 
for Atlantic Yards was part of 


Fewer jobs at Yards? 

Bruce Ratner's Atlantic Terminal and Atlantic Center malls created far fewer retail 
jobs than anticipated by the state's standard job-creation formula. The state is using 
this flawed calculation to predict retail job creation at the developer's proposed At- 
lantic Yards, which is just across the street. — Cohen 

Malls 

Number of jobs pro- 
jected to be created 
(by state formula) 

Number of jobs 
actually created 

Percent fewer 

Atlantic Terminal 
and Atlantic Center 

2,900 

1,680 

42 percent 

Atlantic Yards 

824 

??? 

??? 

Source: Forest City Ratner and the Empire State Development Corporation 


an internal economic analysis 
memo that was released on 
Oct. 18 after pressure from 
Brennan, blogger Norman Oder 
and The Brooklyn Papers. 

But even if the number of 
new jobs end up being lower, At- 
lantic Yards supporters said that 
any job creation is a good thing. 

‘This is a decent number [of 
jobs] for a development of this 
scale,” said Matthew Nerzig, a 
spokesman for Service Em- 
ployees International United 
local 32B J, which would repre- 
sent the doormen, maintenance 
workers and cleaners who would 
service a projected 6,860-resi- 
dential units in the $4.2-billion 


A-Z Dental, PC 

Family 
Dentistry 

Gentle, Painless Touch 

• FREE Examination and Consultation 
with any dental work 

• Insurance and Medicaid plans accepted 

• Ultimate 4-step sterilization 

• Comprehensive Care, including 
teeth whitening, bad breath, etc. 

EXAMINATION, NECESSARY ] 
\ X-RAYS AND TEETH CLEANING , 

with this ad I 

332 9th St. (718) 832-1222 

(Bet. 5th-6th Aves.) www.azdental.com 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • ESSOtH 


development. 

Atlantic Yards would also 
bring 2,253 office jobs, 108 
hotel jobs and 95 parking-re- 
lated jobs to the 22-acre site in 
Prospect Heights, according to 
the ESDC analysis. 

New Jersey union members 
who work at the Nets’ current 
arena in the Meadowlands 


swamp will get first dibs on 
the 400 positions at the new 
arena, union officials said. 

In total, only 30 percent of 
the development’s jobs will be 
new, according to the ESDC. 

But even new mall jobs 
create old problems locally. 

“[When a new store opens] 
an [existing] store ... fires 


” said Pat Purcell, a 
spokesman for the United 
Food and Commercial Work- 
ers, a national union. 

But no matter how many 
retail jobs are created at At- 
lantic Yards — 824, according 
to the ESDC, or 477 based on 
Ratner’s history — job-hungry 
Brooklynites cheered. 

“Those are jobs that [will] 
go to people in our communi- 
ty,” said Ayesha Morgan, a 
Fort Greene resident who 
worked at the Atlantic Termi- 
nal Target. 

But even the retail jobs may 
not be “new.” The retail sector 
around the country has been 
bleeding jobs as neighborhood 
shops layoff staff as they com- 
pete against low-margin chain 
stores and lightly staffed dis- 
count stores in malls like Rat- 
ner’s, as well as the Internet. 

In September alone, retail- 
ers nationwide cut 12,000 
jobs, slashing more paychecks 
than even the auto industry, 
according to the federal De- 
partment of Labor. 


GRASS MAN., 


Continued from page 1 
“One of God’s commands 
to Adam and Eve was to take 
care of the Earth,” he told me 
once. “But Adam and Eve 
failed, so it is up to us.” 
ft may sound naive in this 
day of private-public partner- 
ships, but maintaining city 
property used to be the re- 
sponsibility of city workers, 
not volunteers. But Combs 
has been doing his work for so 
long now that the Parks De- 
partment only objects when 
another agency tries to stop 
Combs from doing the Lord’s 
(or, in this case, their) work. 

That’s what happened a few 
years back, when a police offi- 
cer stationed on the BQE wrote 
up a Jehovah’s Witness volun- 
teer for pushing a mower across 
a Brooklyn Bridge entry ramp 
towards a hill that was part of 
Combs’s domain. Eventually, 
the city took back the mound 
— but not without a fight from 
the Parks Department. 

“We are greatly disappoint- 
ed, since we would now have 
to continue doing the work 


and we could not do anywhere 
near as well as the Witnesses,” 
a Parks official wrote to his 
Department of Transportation 
counterpart. 

Things turned out much 
better for Combs on a person- 
al level. He’s a beloved neigh- 
borhood fixture as he does his 
mowing. And he got to see a 
neighborhood change little- 
by-little, high-end-condo-by- 
high-end-condo, from the seat 
of his Murray mower. 

“This used to be an area of 
old factories, but now it’s 
smartly dressed people, artists, 
nannies and dogs,” he said, 
pointing to several luxury 
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towers on the rise. 

T can’t quite figure out 
where all the money comes 
from, but that’s not my busi- 

Combs’s mowing hasn’t 
just raised property values in 
once-rundown DUMBO, but 
also earned him a little green. 

While Combs was mowing 
one day a few years back, 
River Cafe owner Buzzy O’- 
Keeffe hopped out of a fancy 
car and thanked him personal- 
ly for the maintenance work. 
The New York Post’s late 
great columnist, MetroGnome, 
heard about the incident and 
shamed O’Keeffe into making 
his thanks a bit more, how 
you say?, tangible. 

O’Keeffe hosted Combs 
and his wife, “and treated us 
like celebrities,” Combs said. 

With winter coming, 
Combs has put away the 
mower, but he’ll still be mak- 
ing sure things don’t go to hell 
in a handbasket. 

‘Til keep busy maintaining 
the tree pits and filling in the 
turf,” he said. T keep busy.” 
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Prospect Hardware (718) 788-7100 

51 7 7th Avenue (near 17th St.) Park Slope, Brooklyn 
Mon-Fri: 7:30am ■ 5pm • • Corporate Accounts Welcome 



GLASSES YOU WILL LOVE TO WEAR, 
WITH LENSES PERFECTLY PRESCRIBED 


Specialists on Staff: 

Kevin S. Meyers, M.D., Ophthalmology 
Eric Col man, O.D., Optometry 

» Comprehensive Eye Exams 

• Prescription Filled 

• Contact Lenses 

• Glaucoma And Cataract 
Testing And Treatment 

• Laser Vision Consultation 



9tFi Street OptieaC 

332 9th Street (between 5th & 6th Ave.) Brooklyn 
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Live the Loft Life 

HISTORIC LIVING WITH A MODERN TOUCH 


adams 

SQUARE 


Newly Renovated One Bedroom 
plus Den, Two & Three Bedroom 
Residences from $495,000 

THESE LOFT-LIKE RESIDENCES FEATURE: 

• High volume ceilings and oversized windows 

• Gourmet kitchens featuring granite countertops, 

KitchenAid and Bosch appliances 

• Classic baths of Carrera marble 

• Solid hardwood floors throughout 




THIS LOFT-LIKE LIFESTYLE INCLUDES: 

• Fully equipped fitness center 

• Private landscaped garden courtyard 

• On-site parking for many homes 

• Bicycle room 

501 ADAMS STREET 
HOBOKEN, NJ 07030 

201.795.0055 

www.AdamsSquare.com 

MARKETING AND EXCLUSIVE SALES AGENT: 

THE MARKETING DIRECTORS, INC. 

AN R SQUARED RESIDENTIAL CONDOMINIUM 
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celebration of the 
jewish documentary 

Explore Jewish issues through fine films of 
artistic excellence and. examine universal 
Jewish themes through post-film dialogue 
with directors, actors, filmmakers, critics 
and scholars. 

B’NAI AVRAHAM 

1 17 REMSEN STREET, RROOKLYN HEIGHTS 


Resisting Forces (2001) 

Saturday, November 25th, 8pm 
Directed by: Renee Sanders 
Running time: 50 min 
Admission $5 

A documentary by Dutch filmmaker Renee Sanders 
presenting the largely-unknown story ofithe Jewish Council 
of Enschede, a Dutch city near the German border, whose 
Jewish Council saved more than a third of its Jewish 
citizens, high by Dutch standards. Enschede Council 
member Gerard Sanders, grandfather of the filmmaker, 
was one of the heroes whose courage saved many, ultimately 
at the expense of his own life. The films depiction of people 


ie risk 


relevant in 


Followed by a Q&A with the filmmaker 


Protocols of Zion (2004) 

Saturday, December 9th, 8pm 
Directed by: Marc Levin 
Running time: 95 min 
Suggested donation $5 

Marc Levin gives us an explosive exploration of resurgent 
anti-Semitism in the wake of September 11th. Levins film 
draws its inspiration from an encounter he had in a New 
York taxi not long after 9/11, in which his driver, an 
Egyptian immigrant, made the disturbing claim that the 
Jews had been warned not to go to work at the World 
Trade Center on the day of the attack. He then said that 
“it’s all written in the book. The Protocols of the Elders of 
Zion. ” Levin engages in a free-for-all dialogue with Arab 
Americans, Black nationalists, Christian evangelists and 
White supremacists. Levins confrontational conversations 
form a probing and provocative portrait of our so-called 
modem civilization caught in the grips of a most ancient 
hatred. 

Followed by a Q&A with Simcha Weinstein 
(former associate of the British Film commission) 


A Cantor's Tale (2006) 

Saturday, December 2nd, 8pm 
Directed by: Eric Greenberg Anjou 
Running time: 95 min 
Admission $5 

The tradition of Eastern European Jewish cantorial music 
is alive and well in modern America in no small part 
thanks to the efforts of Brooklyn-born Cantor Jacob 
Mendelson. Explore the American roots of “hazzanut” 
(Jewish liturgical music) while taking a musical voyage 
that spans the Atlantic. This feature-length documentary 
provides a nostalgic journey through family, neighborhood, 
and tradition. It also treats us to appearances by renowned 
cantors and aficionados Joseph Malovany, Ben-Zion Miller, 
Alberto Mizrahi, Matthew Lazar, Neil Shicojf, Jackie 
Mason and Alan Dershowitz. 

Followed by a Q&A with the filmmaker 


everybody welcome. 

for more information 
or to make a 
reservation, 
please contact levana: 
718.596.4840 ext. 18 
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We offer quality jewelry, preci- 
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at prices to fit every budget. 
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Purchases 


Hartley F. Satnick 

The only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 


of New York City 
serving the community 
for over 46 years 


Visit us at our new location 

187 State Street 

(off Court St) 

(718)852-1421 • Fax (718) 852-9697 • gggy [D 
HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 11:00am - 5:00pm 
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GRAND OPENING!! 


Continued from page 1 

“We didn’t handle those 
projects [Atlantic Terminal 
and Atlantic Center malls],” 
said ESDC spokeswoman Jes- 

She added that the job pro- 
jections for the Yards — one 
of the project’s main selling 
points — could go down be- 
fore the final project plan is 
approved later this year. 

The numbers have certainly 
been fluid. Originally, Forest 
City Ratner predicted 770 re- 
tails jobs at Atlantic Yards, but 
the number rose to 824 using 
the ESDC’s one-per-300- 
square-foot model. 

As a result of all this fuzzy 
math, critics said the state should 
be looking closely at Ratner’s 
own recent history in Brooklyn. 

“The state should be basing 
all its decisions on informa- 
tion that is verifiable and cred- 
itable,” said Assemblyman 
Jim Brennan (D-Park Slope). 

The shortfall at Ratner’s 
malls was mostly blamed on 
the developer’s failure to at- 
tract enough retail tenants. 


Fewer jobs at Yards? 

Bruce Ratner's Atlantic Terminal and Atlantic Center malls created far fewer retail 
jobs than anticipated by the state's standard job-creation formula. The state is using 
this flawed calculation to predict retail job creation at the developer's proposed At- 
lantic Yards, which is just across the street. — Cohen 

Malls 

Number of jobs pro- 
jected to be created 
(by state formula) 

Number of jobs 
actually created 

Percent fewer 

Atlantic Terminal 
and Atlantic Center 

2,900 

1,680 

42 percent 

Atlantic Yards 

824 

??? 

??? 

Source: Forest City Ratner and the Empire State Development Corporation 


In Atlantic Center mall, one 
prime location became back- 
office space for the ESDC. 
Another became a Depart- 
ment of Motor Vehicles office 
after the Sports Authority left. 

The ESDC job prediction 
for Atlantic Yards was part of 
an internal economic analysis 
memo that was released on 
Oct. 18 after pressure from 


Relax, Restore, Renew 

15% Off 'Til 12/31106! 

748 Myrtle Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11205 
(718) 875-2648 

www.yinyansyosa.com * info@yinyansyosa.com 






Have you seen us lately? 

77* 



• Eye Exams 

• Designer Frames 

• Contact Lenses 

• Children's Frames 

• Sunglasses 

• Sports Glasses 

Heights Vision 
Center 

1 32 Montague St. 
Brooklyn Heights 
(718) 852-1149 


Loose 

Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morningdF 
have the “Mini-Implant System” 
placed in less than two hours, I 
then go out and enjoy your 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive 



$ IS 


• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans 
available and Insurance coverage) 


if healing. 


*0NLY $495 
FOR DENTURE! 

Limited Time Offer 


1 Call today for your FREE Consultation 

! 718-833-6895 

461 77th St - Bay Ridge 
1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Island 
i www.oraldentalcare.com 
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celebration of the 
jewish documentary 

Explore Jewish issues through fine films of 
artistic excellence and examine universal 
Jewish themes through post-film dialogue 
with directors, actors, filmmakers, critics 
and scholars. 

B’NAI AVRAHAM 

1 17 REMSEN STREET, BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 


Resisting Forces (2001 ) 

Saturday, November 25th, 8pm 
Directed by: Renee Sanders 
Running time: 50 min 
Admission $5 

A documentary by Dutch filmmaker Renee Sanders 
presenting the largely-unknown story of the Jewish Council 
of Enschede, a Dutch city near the German border, whose 
Jewish Council saved more than a third of its Jewish 
citizens, high by Dutch standards. Enschede Council 
member Gerard Sanders, grandfather of the filmmaker, 
was one of the heroes whose courage saved many, ultimately 
at the expense of his own life. The films depiction of people 
taking action at the risk of almost-certain death remains 
relevant in our own time. 

Followed by a Q&A with the filmmaker 


Protocols of Zion (2004) 

Saturday, December 9th, 8pm 
Directed by: Marc Levin 
Running time: 95 min 
Suggested donation $5 

Marc Levin gives us an explosive exploration of resurgent 
anti-Semitism in the wake of September 11th. Levin’s film 
draws its inspiration from an encounter he had in a New 
York taxi not long after 9/11, in which his driver, an 
Egyptian immigrant, made the disturbing claim that the 
Jews had been warned not to go to work at the World 
Trade Center on the day of the attack. He then said that 
“it’s all written in the book. The Protocols of the Elders of 
Zion. ’’Levin engages in a free-for-all dialogue with Arab 
Americans, Black nationalists, Christian evangelists and 
White supremacists. Levin’s confrontational conversations 
form a probing and provocative portrait of our so-called 
modem civilization caught in the grips of a most ancient 
hatred. 

Followed by a Q&A with Simcha Weinstein 
(former associate of the British Film commission) 


A Cantor's Tale (2006) 

Saturday, December 2nd, 8pm 
Directed by: Eric Greenberg Anjou 
Running time: 95 min 
Admission $5 

The tradition of Eastern European Jewish cantorial music 
is alive and well in modern America in no small part 
thanks to the efforts of Brooklyn-born Cantor Jacob 
Mendelson. Explore the American roots of “hazzanut" 
(Jewish liturgical music) while taking a musical voyage 
that spans the Atlantic. This feature-length documentary 
provides a nostalgic journey through family, neighborhood, 
and tradition. It also treats us to appearances by renowned 
cantors and aficionados Joseph Malovany, Ben-Zion Miller, 
Alberto Mizrahi, Matthew Lazar, Neil Shicoff, Jackie 
Mason and Alan Dershowitz. 

Followed by a Q&A with the filmmaker 


everybody welcome. 

for more information 
or to make a 
reservation, 
please contact levana: 
718.596.4840 ext. 18 


Brennan, blogger Norman Oder 
and The Brooklyn Papers. 

But even if the number of 
new jobs end up being lower, At- 
lantic Yards supporters said that 
any job creation is a good thing. 

“This is a decent number [of 
jobs] for a development of this 
scale,” said Matthew Nerzig, a 
spokesman for Service Em- 
ployees International United 
local 32B J, which would repre- 
sent the doormen, maintenance 
workers and cleaners who would 
service a projected 6,860-resi- 
dential units in the $4.2-billion 
development. 

Atlantic Yards would also 
bring 2,253 office jobs, 108 
hotel jobs and 95 parking-re- 
lated jobs to the 22-acre site in 
Prospect Heights, according to 
the ESDC analysis. 

New Jersey union members 
who work at the Nets’ current 
arena in the Meadowlands 
swamp will get first dibs on 
the 400 positions at the new 
arena, union officials said. 

In total, only 30 percent of 
the development’s jobs will be 
new, according to the ESDC. 

That’s why the projected 824 
retail jobs, which ESDC pre- 
sumes will be new jobs — or 
even the 477 suggested by Rat- 
ner’s history — are so impor- 
tant to job-hungry Brooklynites. 

“Those are jobs that [will] 
go to people in our communi- 
ty,” said Ayesha Morgan, a 
Fort Greene resident who 
worked at the Atlantic Termi- 
nal Target. 


GRASS 

Continued from page 1 

“One of God’s commands 
to Adam and Eve was to take 
care of the Earth,” he told me 
once. “But Adam and Eve 
failed, so it is up to us.” 

It may sound naive in this 
day of private-public partner- 
ships, but maintaining city 
property used to be the re- 
sponsibility of city workers, 
not volunteers. But Combs 
has been doing his work for so 
long now that the Parks De- 
partment only objects when 
another agency tries to stop 
Combs from doing the Lord’s 
(or, in this case, their) work. 

That’s what happened a few 
years back, when a police offi- 
cer stationed on the BQE wrote 
up a Jehovah’s Witness volun- 
teer for pushing a mower across 
a Brooklyn Bridge entry ramp 
towards a hill that was part of 
Combs’s domain. Eventually, 
the city took back the mound 
— but not without a fight from 
the Parks Department. 

“We are greatly disappoint- 
ed, since we would now have 
to continue doing the work 
and we could not do anywhere 
near as well as the Witnesses,” 
a Parks official wrote to his 
Department of Transportation 
counterpart. 

Things turned out much 
better for Combs on a person- 
al level. He’s a beloved neigh- 
borhood fixture as he does his 
mowing. And he got to see a 
neighborhood change little- 
by-little, high-end-condo-by- 
high-end-condo, from the seat 
of his Murray mower. 

“This used to be an area of 
old factories, but now it’s 
smartly dressed people, artists, 
nannies and dogs,” he said, 
pointing to several luxury 
towers on the rise. 

“I can’t quite figure out 
where all the money comes 
from, but that’s not my busi- 

Combs’s mowing hasn’t 
just raised property values in 
once-mndown DUMBO, but 
also earned him a little green. 

While Combs was mowing 
one day a few years back. 
River Cafe owner Buzzy O’- 
Keeffe hopped out of a fancy 
car and thanked him personal- 
ly for the maintenance work. 
The New York Post’s late 
great columnist, MetroGnome, 
heard about the incident and 
shamed O’Keeffe into making 
his thanks a bit more, how 
you say?, tangible. 

O’Keeffe hosted Combs 
and his wife, “and treated us 
like celebrities,” Combs said. 

With winter coming, 
Combs has put away the 
mower, but he’ll still be mak- 
ing sure things don’t go to hell 
in a handbasket. 

“I’ll keep busy maintaining 
the tree pits and filling in the 
turf,” he said. ‘T keep busy.” 


But even the retail jobs may 
not be “new.” The retail sector 
around the country (??) has 
been bleeding jobs as neigh- 
borhood shops layoff staff as 
they compete against low- 
margin chain stores and light- 
ly staffed discount stores in 
malls like Ratner’s, as well as 
the Internet. 

“[When a new store opens] 
an [existing] store ... fires 
someone,” said Pat Purcell, a 
spokesman for the United 
Food and Commercial Work- 
ers, a national union. 

In September alone, retail- 
ers nationwide cut 12,000 
jobs, slashing more paychecks 
than even the auto industry, 
according to the federal De- 
partment of Labor. 


I'll be your bridge 
from where you are to 
where you want to be 


I Ellen Gottlieb ■ 

Brookly* 


Realty, Ltd. 

21 1 Court Street 
Brooklyn 

917.797.1351 
718.625.3700 x 112 

brooklynbridgerealty.com 


RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 


First A.M.E. Zion Church 

54 MacDonough St. 

(bet. Tompkin & Marcy Ave.) 


(718) 638-3343 P 


Congregation 
Kol Israel 


603 St. Johns Place 


71&832-1266 


Shabbat: Fri Sundown Sat 9:30arr 

CLASSES/EVENTS/HOLIDAYS 

www.parkslopeshul.org 


Union 

Temple 

Park Slope's Friendliest Reform Congregation 
SHABBAT SERVICES: 
followed by Potluck Dinner 6:30 p.m. 

All other Friday evenings 8:1 5 p.m. 

17 Eastern Parkway 

638-7600 

Rabbi Dr. Linda Henry Goodman 


Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza W. 
Conservative/Egalitarian 
A House for Prayer / A Home for People 

718-875-9124 

Friday Eve Services 6:30pm 
Saturday Morning 1 0:00am 


Shabbat Shalom! 

Presented by 

B'nai Avraham 

of Brooklyn Heights 
117 Remsen St. • 596-4840 
Rabbi Aaron Raskin 

Candle ; 
Lighting 

Vayera 

Fri., November 10, before 4:25pm 

Chayei Sara 

Fri., November 17, before 4:19pm 


DON’T BE A 

JIVE TURKEY 

Shop early for your 
Thanksgiving houseware needs 

TARZIAN WEST 

194 Seventh Avenue (at 2nd St.) 
(718) 788-4213 

M-F: 10am-7pm; Sat: 10am-6:30pm; Sun: noon-opm 


Panoramic NY harbor & skyline view 


j \ 




206 Court St. 

(718) 596-3333 



^ aw.y, 2 famil y frame in Sunset Park. 
See our listings: 3 BR, landscaped garden. $699,000 

COBBLEHEIGHTS.COM 



¥■ 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR 
LIVING JUDAISM IN 
BROOKLYN 


Sunday, Dec. 3, 10 am... 

JEWISH VIEWS OF 
SEXUAL DIVERSITY 

A Symposium 

Rabbis: Gordon Tucker, Dov Linzer, Leonard Levy, 
Sarra Lev, Ayelet Cohen 
Moderated by Rabbi Joseph Potasnik 
East Midwood Jewish Ctr, 1625 Ocean Ave, (K & L) 
$7 admission 

For More Information: 718 339-0230 
Visit us at: www.iljb.org 


• Local & Long Distance Services 

• Airport Transportation Foxwood and 

• Medical Pickup & Drop Off Mohegan Sun 


Myrtle 

Car & Limo Service 




24 Hour Door-to-Door Service 

(718) 230-8100 

www.myrtlecarservice.com 


China ®ce<to 

Chinese ^ < 

Cuisine 0 
Sushi mg|» 

Salad ^ 




139 Montague Street • 718.858.5592 

www.latraviatatogo.com • Delivery in Brooklyn Heights only 
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Hepcat framed 

S: 


H STOKKE XPLORY 

^ Urban Stroller ^ 

TRIPP TRAPP 0 

, BY STOKKE™ 

The chair that grows with the child” 
$ 15 off with this ad! (minimum $150 purchase) 


ola baby 

SPECIALTY SHOP# 

315 Court Street, Brooklyn bet. Sackett and Degraw 
718.422.1978 • olababy.com 


Brooklyn 
Fencing 
Center 



| MARTMOM WAS SO 
| impressed with the An- 
' s Leibovitz show at 
the Brooklyn Museum — with 
its ravishing shots of Demi, 
Brad, Scarlett and a host of 
family and friends of the pho- 
tographer’s — that she decided 
it was about time she had her 
very own digital camera. 

Not that there’s any shortage 
of family pictures around 
Smartmom’s apartment. Being 
married to a professional pho- 
tographer means that every 
event large or small gets duly 
documented. 

Still, Smartmom thinks it’s 
time she had her own camera 
because having her own private 
paparazzi has made her lazy 
and a bit bossy. 

“Get plenty of pictures of the 
bride,” she told Hepcat at the 
wedding of her second cousin 
in Baltimore, or “Get that shot 
of City Councilman David 
Yassky dressed as Elvis Pres- 
ley,” she commanded at the re- 
cent Park Slope Halloween Pa- 

When Smartmom channels 
Lina Wertmuller (thick Italian 
accent, dark glasses, and all) it 
gets on Hepcat’s nerves big time. 

But being married to a pho- 
tographer can be annoying, too. 
A simple trip to the Food Co-op 
to buy free range chicken thighs 
and Newman O’s, can involve 
lots of stop and go while Hep- 
cat grabs shot after shot. 

After years of this, Smart- 
mom just keeps walking; she 
and Hepcat generally travel two 
to three blocks apart. 

So getting a digital camera 
seems like a good idea for a 
bunch of reasons. 

First off, it would give 
Smartmom something to do 
while Hepcat is taking pictures 
of the Key Food sign or one of 



The Child Study Center of New York, Est. 1981 
is offering 

First Class 

Care 


Day 


at 167 Clermont Avenue 

between Myrtle & DeKalb Aves. 

. . . Where Life Long Learning Begins . . . 
Serving ages 2 - 6 


Licensed by the Department of 
Health Bureau of Day Care 
New York State Certified teachers 
Arts & Crafts 
Computers in Classrooms 
CPR and First Aid Certified Staff 
Enrichment Programs 
Full/Half Day, Extended Day 
and As Needed Hours 


t/ Fully Air Conditioned 
t/ Indoor Gym 
t/ Integrated Program 
t/ Nutritional Breakfast/Lunch 
available, Free or at Reduced Rate 

✓ Reading Readiness 

</ Safe and Nurtuing environment 

✓ Spacious Well-Equipped 
classrooms 


DON’T DELAY, REGISTER TODAY. SEATS ARE LIMITED. 
Contact: Janet Williams, Program Director 
(718) 854-3710, childstudyctr@aol.com 



JOIN THE 

YESHIVAH OF 
FLATBUSH 

FAMILY! 

919 East 10th Street 
718-377-4466 =t. 141 



For Atideinu2s 

Monday, November 20, 2006 
7:30 p.m. at 916 Ave I 

See our beautiful new facilities. 

Meet our warm, nurturing teachers. 
Learn about our innovative program. 
Hear from happy parents. 


SMART 

mom 



By Louise Crawford 



his other artsy muses. 

Second, she’ll get the shots 
she really wants: the people, 
places, and things that really 
matter to her. 

But most important, she’ll fi- 
nally have some pictures of 
Hepcat. She hardly has any of 

Truth is, it’s just plain weird 
that the family album of their 
lives is missing one of its major 
characters. Not that he’s com- 
pletely absent. Like Alfred 
Hitchcock, Hepcat sneaks him- 
self into a photo from time to 
time, but it’s usually just his 
shadow or his finger slipping 
into the frame. 

Diaper Diva doesn’t have 
that problem at all. She man- 
ages to shoot a lot of pictures of 
herself with Ducky. 

Of course, everything Ducky 
does is a photo op as far as Dia- 
per Diva is concerned: Ducky at 
the Third Street Playground. 
Ducky at Beth Elohim. Ducky 
with her dad. Ducky at Conn- 
MuftCo. Ducky at Music Togeth- 
er. It’s all Ducky, all the time. 

In July, Diaper Diva took 
more than 300 shots of the red- 
haired mini-Diva in the inflat- 
able kiddie pool in the backyard 
of their summer rental in Sag 
Harbor. 

And she’s even good about 
ordering prints for the extended 
family, as a way to keep every- 
one appraised of Ducky’s every 

Not so for Smartmom. It’s 
just not her thing. And she nev- 
er understood why people need- 
ed pictures of themselves in 


front of famous sites like the 
Brooklyn Bridge, the Statue of 
Liberty and the Botanic Gar- 
dens. Haven’t you already seen 
a trillion pictures of those 
places, already? 

It’s not that Smartmom does- 
n’t love to have visual evidence 
of what she and her family have 
been up to for the last 15 years. 
But her snapshots tend to be the 
stories she writes in her journal, 
her blog, and her column. She 
records the important moments 
in her mind, paying special at- 
tention to the sensory details, 
the words and the humor. 

And like a good reporter, she 
makes notes in her trusty Mole- 
skin notebook. Just in case. 

Still, sometimes you really 
need a camera. 

Like last week, when she 
and Hepcat were walking up 
l-g, Lincoln Place. Hepcat noticed a 
bird standing very still on the 
sidewalk. As Smartmom con- 
tinued up the street (she figured 
he was stopping to take yet an- 
other photo), Hepcat picked up 
the bird and cradled it in his 

“I think there’s something 
wrong with this bird,” he said 
as he stared lovingly at it. “I’m 

S MARTMOM WALK- 
ED toward Hepcat and 
savored the image of her 
six-foot-tall urban farm boy 
handling the tiny bird. 

“I think it’s a finch or a 
thrush,” he said, making Smart- 
mom wish she had a camera. 

They stood on Lincoln Place 
for more than 10 minutes trying 
to figure out what to do. Hepcat 
bonded with the bird and con- 
sidered taking it home. But as 
they approached Eighth Av- 
enue, the bird flew off to a tree 
in front of the Montauk Club. 

Hepcat rushed over to make 
sure it was all right. 

Moments like these say so 
much about Hepcat. A picture 
would have been worth thou- 
sands of words as it expressed 
the gentle, animal-loving side 
of Hepcat that Smartmom 
adores and few get to see. 

So that decides it. She’s off 
to B&H to pick up a simple 
point-and-shoot. She knows 
that her snapshots won’t be 
nearly as interesting as Hepcat’s 
or Diaper Divas. But at least the 
next time Hepcat does anything 
even vaguely photogenic, she’ll 
be at the ready to record anoth- 
er small, decisive moment in 
their fives. 

Louise Crawford also writes 
the Web site, "Only the blog 
knows Brooklyn. ” 
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P oly Prep prepares students for college and for life by fostering 
learning, leadership, health, community responsibility, and, above 
all, character. An outstanding program of academics, physical education 
and athletics, arts, and extracurricular activities is guided by a strong, 
committed faculty in a diverse school community, on campuses with 
outstanding facilities. Our Middle and Upper Schools, serving boys and 
girls in Grades 5 through 12, are located on 25 acres in Dyker Heights. 

Close relationships with faculty help students learn to question 
freely, develop powers of critical thinking, and accept differences. The 
academic program demands rigor but also seeks to teach young men 
and women a deep and abiding respect for the power of knowledge, the 
method of reason, and sound decision-making. 

We believe that this kind of education gives young people the best 
mode of access to the full promise of American life. We are committed 
to providing this access to all Poly Prep students. 

Please join us for one of our Open Houses this fall. To reserve a space, 
please call the Admissions Hotline at (718) 836-9800, ext. 674. 


MIDDLE SCHOOL 


Tues., Nov. 7, 9:00-11:00 a 
Tues., Nov. 14, 9:00-1 1 :00 < 


UPPER SCHOOL 


Wed., Nov. 1, 9:00-11 :00 am 
Fri., Nov. 10, Veterans' Day, 
9:00-11:00 am 


POLY PREP COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL 

9216 Seventh Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11228 (718)836-9800 wi 


v.polyprep.org 


POLY PREP 
LOWER SCHOOL 



H ousedin alandmarkmansion overlooking Prospect Park, PolyPrep 
Lower School provides a supportive, nurturing, and stimulating 
education for children in Nursery School (age 3 ) through Grade 4 . 

At Poly Prep Lower School, the classroom is a place for exploration 
and discoveiy. The faculty is committed to developing the intellect 
while shaping conscience and character. 

Through Poly’s program, children learn to become independent 
thinkers, to form opinions and articulate their ideas, and to analyze 
problems and apply their knowledge. At the same time, the curriculum 
is designed to help them learn to tolerate the opinions of others, to 
cherish diversity, and to demand fairness. 

The curriculum draws on both traditional and progressive teaching 
methods, to best provide for the success of each student. At eveiy level, 
visual arts, music, dance, and physical education are part of eveiy 
child’s daily experience. 

Please call to make an appointment for a tour of Poly Prep Lower 
School. 

POLY PREP LOWER SCHOOL 

50 Prospect Park West Brooklyn, NY11215 (718)768-1103 www.polyprep.org 



Jlll008 Scliool, 


Inc. 


A fully licensed and certified preschool 

□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 


□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 


□ Spacious Classrooms 

□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 

Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street [bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 


□ Optimal educational equipment 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 

□ Indoor Gym facilities 


Brooklyn Children's 
Academy Pre-School 



“Providing quality preschool education and childcare” 


Children of all Ethnic & 

Cultural Backgrounds Welcome 


122 Pierrepont Street 


vv.brooklynchildren.org 


2 through 5 year olds 

Full and Part Time Programs 

Year Round Childcare 

Extended Hours for Working Parents 

Certified Teachers in Early Childhood Education 

Storytelling, Computers, Free Play 

Music & Movement, Dramatic Play, Arts & Crafts 

Full Licensed and Registered 
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City: Ward's Bakery is not a landmark 



The city says the 95-year-old tile-covered building that housed Ward's Bakery is not a landmark. 


By Samuel Goldsmith 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

The city derailed a longshot attempt to 
block the Atlantic Yards development last 
month, rejecting a proposal to landmark a 
95-year-old building that’s slated for dem- 
olition to make way for the project. 

Landmarks Preservation Commission 
staff ruled that the Ward’s Bakery building, 
at 800 Pacific St., does not meet the criteria 
for landmarking, said spokesperson Elisa- 
beth de Bourbon on Oct. 12. 

Opponents of developer Bmce Ratner’s 
massive Atlantic Yards project applied for 
landmark status in 2003 because designation 
would have prevented Ratner from demol- 
ishing the factory. 

De Bourbon said the decision was based 
solely on assessments of the building’s his- 
toric, cultural and architectural significance. 
But opponents of Ratner’s $4.2-billion hotel, 
arena, residential and office space develop- 
ment said the landmark effort was doomed 
by the developer’s vast political connec- 
tions, including the support of Gov. Pataki 
and Mayor Bloomberg. 

“This appears to be a political decision by 
the Landmarks Commission,” said Daniel 
Goldstein, a spokesperson for Develop 
Don’t Destroy Brooklyn, which opposes At- 


lantic Yards. 

“It is deeply frustrating that they have let 
politics enter their deliberation on a building 
that clearly deserves landmark status.” 

City Councilmember Letitia James (D- 
Prospect Heights) had sent a letter support- 
ing the landmarking — and was naturally 
disappointed by the result. 

“There is a lot of politics that takes place 
at Landmarks,” said staff member, Kate Su- 
isman, adding that designation “would defi- 
nitely complicate things for Ratner.” 

But Yards opponents weren’t the only 
concerned citizens demanding landmarking 
for the former bread bakery with a terra cot- 
ta facade and Greco-inspired ornamental 
arches. Preservationist groups, including the 
New York Preservation Alliance and the 
Prospect Heights Preservation Association, 
were also on board. 

Built in 1911, the building’s most impres- 
sive physical feature is the tile work, which, 
if polished, would make the factory shine. 

That’s how George S. Ward, the compa- 
ny’s president, wanted it. Ward personally 
led a team of architects on a European tour 
before letting them design the Brooklyn fac- 
tory. A bakery publication at the time called 
the building “the snow-white temple of 
bread-making cleanliness.” 


And here’s another bit of history: Ward’s 
brother, Robert, owned The Brooklyn Tip- 
Tops, a Federal League baseball team that 
was named after a brand of Ward’s bread 
that was created at the factory. The Tip-Tops 
played in Washington Park, located in near- 
by Gowanus, which the Brooklyn Dodgers 
left in 1912 for Ebbets Field. 

And this is the factory that helped create 
a market for mass-produced bread. Thanks 
to new machinery and techniques, the facto- 
ry turned out 250,000 loaves a day — a lot 
in those days. The factory employed hun- 
dreds of New Yorkers until it closed in 
1995. 

The National Register of Historic Places, 
a federal agency that catalogues historic 
buildings, accepted the bakery in 2003, but 
it was never added to the registry because 
such designation requires owner approval. 
Then-owner Shaya Boymelgreen didn’t sign 
off on the designation, and then sold the 
building to Ratner in 2005. 

Still, few ever saw the attempt to land- 
mark the structure as more than a longshot. 

“Looking to the Landmarks Commission 
to try to save the day is like fighting World 
War II with a slingshot,” said Simeon 
Bankoff, director of the Historic District 
Council. 




Numerous calls to city agencies yield no help 


Copter complaints go ui 


By Christie Rizk 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

More and more Brooklynites 
are complaining about helicop- 
ter noise, but no one is listen- 
ing, The Brooklyn Papers has 
learned — the hard way. 

Calls to 311 from coptered-out 
residents of high-helicopter-traffic 
neighborhoods such as Brooklyn 
Heights, Downtown, Boerum Hill 
and Park Slope are increasing, but 
the city has no jurisdiction over 
helicopter noise. 

Who does? That answer, my 
friends, is blowing in the wind. 

The Brooklyn Papers — re- 
sponding to complaints about all 
the racket near our DUMBO of- 
fices — set out to lodge its own 
complaint. Here’s what hap- 

• Call 1 — 311: The city’s 
one-stop-sniping line logs com- 
plaints against everything from 
noisy dogs to nosy neighbors to 


• Call 3 — The Eastern Re- 
gion Helicopter Council: 
Many callers to 311 are told to 
call this Yardley, PA-based, 
non-govemmental, self-polic- 
ing association of helicopter 
operators. 

The ERHC is so under- 
staffed that complaints sent 
there are answered haphazard- 
ly — or not at all. 

Even if the complaints do 
get through, however, the 
Council is ultimately power- 
less to act on them. The most 
it can do is share the informa- 
tion with other helicopter pi- 
lots. It is unclear whether it 
does this. 

• Call 4 — The FAA: A visit 
to the agency’s Web site can, af- 
ter enough clicking and scroll- 
ing to cause carpel tunnel syn- 
drome in lab monkeys, yield the 
telephone number of a noise 
complaint hotline. We called it 
— but were later told by FAA 


A helicopter makes its way toward Brooklyn from Manhattan. 


spokesman Jim Peters said the 
agency doesn’t keep records of 
complaints it receives, or of any 
responses to those complaints. 

Peters added that the FAA 


has little interest in mandating 
helicopter flight paths so that the 
whirly birds no longer annoy 
residents of once-quiet neigh- 
borhoods. 


"That is something [the FAA] 
would not undertake,” he said. 

All of our futile calling left us 
frustrated. Hammerman offered 
sympathy. 


“It’s like I told you: The rules 
don’t provide a mechanism for 
community complaints about 
helicopter noise when [the heli- 
copters] are in the air,” he said. 


noise — which is coming from 
news helicopters, traffic helicop- 
ters, NYPD helicopters, tourist 
helicopters and even the newly re- 
stored airport helicopter service 
that shuttles the supposed Masters 
of the Universe from Wall Street 
to JFK Airport for $500 a person. 

“There has been an increase 
[in helicopter noise],” said Craig 
Hammerman, district manager of 
Community Board 6, which cov- 
ers Park Slope, Cobble Hill and 
Carroll Gardens. “But there is not 
a heck of a lot that can be done 
about it.” 

• Call 2 — The city Depart- 
ment of Environmental Protec- 
tion: Here we were told that the 
agency has no ability to take 
complaints about air traffic, 
which is regulated by the Feder- 
al Aviation Administration. We 
were told that even complaints 
against helicopters owned by the 
city, such as police helicopters, 
should be directed to the FAA. 


noisome trucks, but 311 opera- 
tors “don’t take complaints 
about noise from helicopters,” 
one operator told us. 

Calling 311, in fact, was the 
first step on the road to the realiza- 
tion that there is no system in 
place to complain about chopper 



The Queen Mary 2 won't be back in Brooklyn until spring. 


Red Hook's 


ship is out 

Last cruiser gone for season 

By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The Queen Mary 2 has set sail from Red Hook for the 
last time this season — and already Brooklyn longshore- 
men are calling for the one- summer-old terminal to oper- 
ate year-round. 

“We hope that next year the boats will keep coming through 
the winter, ” said Lou Pemice, vice president of the International 
Longshoremen Association. 

An expansion is part of the city’s long-term vision for the Red 
Hook piers — a plan that would replace the city’s last large-scale 
container shipping port with a second cruise terminal and a smaller 
industrial port as well as a “maritime-themed” education center, a 
hotel and a tourist-friendly manufacturing facility for Brooklyn 
Brewery. 

But even with that expansion already well into its public planning 
phase, city officials aren’t ready to say if winter-cruising is in Red 
Hook’s cards for 2007, although one official did mention that ice- 
cruising was “big in Europe.” 

“[The first terminal has already] brought international media at- 
tention to Brooklyn and Red Hook . . . and created] over 300 jobs,” 
said Janel Patterson, a spokeswoman for the city Economic Devel- 
opment Corporation. 

Cunard, which brought the Queen Mary 2 to Brooklyn, did not 
return phone calls about making Red Hook a year-round port of call. 
But a spokeswoman said the company was very pleased so far with 
its Brooklyn homeport. 

Sunday’s QM2 departure was the 38th and last of the season — 
and unlike the first one, it went quite smoothly, with no traffic jams 
or lost taxi-cabs. 

“We’re operating like clockwork now,” said John Marrone, a 
baggage and cargo handler who also divides his time between the 
cruise terminal and the American Stevedoring Container Terminal, 
which operates year-round next door. 

The ship made its maiden Brooklyn voyage in April, dropping 
anchor to a crowd of view-hungry Brooklynites who rallied outside 
of the terminal’s fences, eagerly aiming cell-phone cameras at the 
Colgate- white 1,132-foot Queen. 

Frenzy for the luxury liner soon dropped off, yet some in Red 
Hook said they saw the neighborhood’s cachet rise like the mast of 
the ship. 

“We are seeing more tourists just visiting Red Hook,” said Flo- 
rence Neal, who mns the Kentler International Drawing Space art 
gallery on Van Brunt Street. 

Ironically, most of the new tourists are locals. Business owners in 
the neighborhood say they have yet to experience the expected flood 
of Bermuda-shorts-wearing cruisers. 

Even if the terminal hasn’t transformed Red Hook into a gleam- 
ing tourist attraction, there have been some small victories, local say. 

“We got a crowd of crazy Welsh engineers every nine days when 
the Crown Princess [another ship that calls Brooklyn home] came 
in,” said Audrey Reynolds, a bartender at the Bait and Tackle bar, 
one block from the terminal. 

‘They drink a lot and get super-messed up, but it’s good for the bar.” 


Pols push for priorities on 'park' plan 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A coalition of Brooklyn 
elected officials is demanding 
that state planners build the 
open space at the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park waterfront devel- 
opment before building the 
high-rise condos. 

“We urge you to proceed with 
park construction . . . and defer 
development,” the six officials 
demanded in a letter to Charles 
Gatgano, chairman of the Empire 
State Development Corporation, 
which is leading the development 


of the site along the DUMBO 
and Brooklyn Heights water- 

The controversial 1. 3-mile 
waterfront project combines pub- 
licly owned parkland with luxury 
condos and a hotel — private de- 
velopments that, according to 
project supporters, will generate 
tax revenue to pay for the main- 
tenance of lawns, public beaches 
and playing fields. 

In the letter sent this week. 
City Councilmen David Yassky 
(D-Brooklyn Heights) and Bill 
DeBlasio (D-Park Slope), Sen. 


Martin Connor (D-Brooklyn 
Heights), Borough President 
Markowitz, Assemblywoman 
Joan Millman (D-Brooklyn 
Heights) and Rep. Nydia Ve- 
lazquez (D-Red Hook) asked the 
state to delay seeking developers 
until it is certain that it will really 
need all the revenue-generating 
sites that it has set aside to under- 
write the project’s $15-million 
annual maintenance and operat- 
ing budget. 

“We need to insure that they 
don’t build more than they need 
to,” Yassky told The Brooklyn 


Critics of the state’s condo- 
and-open-space plan called the 
letter a “plea for a real park.” 

“They are literally begging to 
get the park built,” said Roy 
Sloane, who raised funds to sue 
the ESDC earlier this year over 
its “sham” plan. 

“Our elected officials are ac- 
knowledging that in fact this is a 
development site, not a park,” 
Sloane said. 

One of the development sites 
in question is the Empire Stores, 
a 19th-century warehouse on the 


DUMBO waterfront that until re- 
cently was slated for redevelop- 
ment by Brooklyn land baron 
Shaya Boymelgreen. 

The ESDC confirmed this 
week that the crumbling Civil 
War-era storehouse had been tak- 
en away from Boymelgreen, 
who had planned to convert it 
into a shopping center modeled 
on the Chelsea Market. 

“In the three years since 
Boymelgreen was designated as 
the developer for Empire Stores, 
the plan for Brooklyn Bridge 
Park has taken on a new direc- 


tion,” said Mark Weinberg, a 
spokesman for the ESDC. 

“The new [development plan] 
for the Empire Stores will reflect 
that new direction.” 

He declined to say what that 
direction was. But the ESDC’s 
supporters in Brooklyn Heights 
said they hoped the Empire 
Stores would be reconfigured 
into an aits or cultural space. 

“We think it would be a 
tremendous if it could be done,” 
said Marianna Koval, executive 
director of The Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Conservancy. 


WOOD VS. ALUMINUM SMACKDOWN 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Metal bats and wood bats differ 
in more than just materials. 
Everything is different: from the 
sounds the ball makes on contact to 
how fast it comes off the bat. We 
asked Eric Bennett, one of Prospect 
Park’s legendary weekend war- 
riors, to do some field-testing. 

— Christie Rizk 


VELOCITY: Balls hit with a metal bat 
go faster and higher than ones off a 
wooden bat. “With a metal bat, they’ll 
go 20 percent further,” said Bennett. 
“Plus, they’re lighter and you can 
swing it harder.” Edge: Metal bat 
SOUND: The wooden bat makes a 
distinctive “crack” when it hits a base- 
ball (at least one that’s well hit). A met- 
al bat makes a noise like “a spike be- 


ing driven with a hammer,” Bennett 
said. Edge: Wooden bat 

CONSTRUCTION: A wooden bat has 
to be held a certain way, said Bennett. 
“If you hit a ball on a bad spot, you 
will break the bat,” said Bennett. A 
metal bat will never break, so it does- 
n’t matter how you hold it. Plus, the 
“sweet spot” on a wood bat is “one- 
third to one-quarter the size of a metal 


bat’s,” said Bennett. Edge: Metal bat 
WEIGHT: An average 33-inch wooden 
bat can weigh between 30 and 33 
ounces. A comparable metal bat can be 
as little as 28 ounces, giving the batter 
quicker swings. “With a wood bat, 
once you’ve committed, it’s harder to 
adjust to a curveball,” said Bennett. 
“That’s why major league hitters strike 
out.” Edge: Metal bat 


INTANGIBLES: “It requires more skill 
to play with a wooden bat,” said Ben- 
nett. “I’ve seen guys about in metal bat 
leagues hit a major league home ran, 
and they were about my size [about 
5’9]. That just doesn’t happen with a 
wooden bat.” But in the end, Bennett 
sided with history: “If I’m playing 
baseball, I want the tradition of a wood 
bat.” Edge: Wooden bat 
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Has Slope Food Co-op’s lefty ethos led to crime? 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Is the Park Slope Food Co- 
op’s famously leftist ethos to 
blame for the recent rash of 
purse snatching within the 
members-only supermarket? 

A number of Co-op mem- 
bers told The Brooklyn Papers 
that one of the non-profit gro- 
cery’s fundamental tenets — 
that members handle every 
task, from cleaning the bath- 
room to providing security — 
has left the vaguely communal 
market vulnerable to savvier 


thieves. 

In the past few months, Co- 
op members have suffered six 
purse-snatchings — two in the 
last four weeks, cops said. 

That may not seem like 
many, but it’s a lot more than 
neighboring groceries. 

Union Market, on Union 
Street and Sixth Avenue, has had 
no pick-pocketing during its two 
years of operation, according to 
co-owner Martin Nunez. 

The Key Food at Seventh 
Avenue and Carroll Street has 
had only one incident in 2006, 
and Back to the Land Natural 


Foods, the Co-op’s bitter, no- 
work-required rival on Seventh 
Avenue, has had no such thefts 

Many blame the crime wave 
on the Co-op’s check-in/check- 
out stations, which are sup- 
posed to ensure that all shop- 
pers are, in fact, members, and 
that all goods leaving the store 
have been paid for. 

It’s not a fool-proof system, 
especially when the store is 
crowded. 

"If there’s a big crowd by the 
door, the people who are work- 
ing can’t necessarily see you, or 
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if you just pretend you know 
where you’re going, they don’t 
stop you,” said Oona Hanawalt, 
who’s been a member for near- 
ly four years. 

But it’s not just overcrowd- 
ing at the entry door that’s en- 
abling criminals. Many believe 
that the members are so liberal 
that they won’t allow them- 
selves to question people who 
might appear to be “outsiders,” 
lest they be accused of being 
prejudiced. 

“There are arguments all the 
time when one member looks 
over another member and accus- 
es that member of not belong- 
ing,” said one Co-op member. 

The member revealed the Co- 
op abandoned a policy of search- 
ing everyone’s bags last year be- 
cause some check-out workers 
were only searching the bags of 


people they suspected of being 
shoplifters — and often the accu- 
sation was based on race. 

“So to protect everyone’s 
sensitivities, we basically told 
all the criminals that their bags 
wouldn’t be searched,” the 
member said. ‘It’s like a big 
‘Rob us’ sign.” 

The Co-op’s own newspaper, 
the Linewaiter’s Gazette, recent- 
ly drove home how easy the 
pickings are at the Co-op — and 
not just in the produce aisle. 

“[The pickpocket] seems to 
know how our organization 
works, that member labor turns 
over several times in a day, al- 
lowing him to come back every 
day, sometimes twice a day, 
without being recognized,” said 
the paper, referring to the es- 
capades of a thief who terrorized 
Co-op patrons for over a decade. 



“The thieves are shrewder 
than we are,” added Francine, 
83, a member from Kensington 
who was waiting outside for her 
Access-a-Ride bus on a recent 
morning. 

And then there’s the woeful 
lack of training provided to the 
enforcers of law and order. 

“Most of the Co-op training 
is, ‘Hi you’re a new member, 
you’re on our team, great, we’ll 
team you with this person,”’ ex- 
plained Joe Holtz, the Co-op’s 
general manager. 

In contrast, the less crunchy 
security guards at Key Food 
take a 90-hour course. 

Perhaps because of that lack 
of training, Co-op guards can 
be reluctant to put themselves 
on the line. 

“I have no authority, I’m just 
a person,” said Hanawalt. “It 


would be awkward” to play the 
role of enforcer. 

Thieves are taking advan- 
tage. As reported in The Brook- 
lyn Papers, the most-recent 
thefts occurred on Oct. 15 and 
17, and both involved stolen 
wallets. 

In a sign of the times, the Co- 
op recently hung a banner over 
the check-in desk that warns, 
“Pickpocket Alert. Protect your 
wallet — even in the Co-op.” 

In a further attempt to deal 
with crime, the Co-op installed 
an expensive camera system a 
few years back. 

“We probably have a better 
camera system than most 
stores,” said Holtz. “On the oth- 
er hand, we want to welcome 
people who aren’t members. 
It’s a hard job to be an entrance 
worker at the Co-op.” 


Girl beaten at Fulton Mall bus stop 


POLICE BLOTTER 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A pack of teens robbed and 
beat a girl their age as she 
waited for a bus near Fulton 
Mall on Oct. 30, police said. 

The posse surrounded the 
14-year-old victim as she stood 
at the comer of Hoyt and Ful- 
ton streets, around 4:30 pm. 
One female attacker slapped 
her face, another brute punched 
her arm and stripped the victim 
of her jacket, valued at $100. 

The thieves ran down Liv- 
ingston Street with the jacket and 
her book bag, leaving the girl 
without any physical injuries. 

Love bites 

A woman threatened to kill 
her ex-girlfriend as she stole the 
victim’s portable computer in 
Carroll Gardens on Oct. 8, po- 
lice said. 

The 45-year-old victim spot- 
ted the woman with the laptop, 
leaving her apartment on 
Tiffany Place, near Kane Street, 
around 4 pm. When confronted, 
the thief growled out a threat: 
‘Tm gonna kill you.” 

The Sony Viao computer 
was worth $1,500 and con- 
tained all kinds of personal in- 
formation, ponce said. 

A true shonda 

Thieves broke into a Jewish 
school that is still under construc- 
tion and stole several tools worth 
$1,650 last month, police said. 


The burglar tore the plywood 
wall off the school building, on 
Smith Street near President 
Street, between 4:30 pm on 
Oct. 16 and 7 am the next day. 
Workers discovered a compres- 
sor with a staple gun and a 
SawZall missing from the site, 
the future home of Hannah 
Senesh, a Jewish Community 
Day School. 

Masked attack 

A mother and her teenage 
daughter found themselves at 
gunpoint while on Willoughby 
Street on Oct. 29, police said. 

A quartet of thieves stopped 
the pair as they neared Jay 
Street, around 3:40 pm. All four 
had masks covering their faces. 

“One thug held a gun to the 
45-year-old victim’s head, 
adding, “Don’t look at us.” 

The thieves stripped the vic- 
tims of their valuables, jumped 
into a black SUV with silver 
tire rims, and sped away. 

The stolen items include a 
high-end cellphone, a Ro- 
cawear coat, worth $100, a pair 
of Timberland boots, a red and 
black leather purse, valued at 
$350, and $16 in cash. 

Luggage taken 

Someone stole a Carroll Gar- 
dens man’s luggage — filled with 
designer duds worth more than 
$2,000 — as he prepared to leave 
town on Oct. 21, police said 

The 45-y ear-old man set his 


suitcase on the sidewalk outside 
his home, on President Street, 
between Henry and Clinton 
streets, around 9:45 pm. He 
dashed back up the stairs and 
into the house, momentarily — 
but when he re-emerged mo- 
ments later, the luggage had 
disappeared. 

The suitcase, a black leather 
model, held the following high- 
end items: a pair of Gucci shoes 
and Banana Republic shoes, 
valued at $400, $800 in design- 
er shirts, a Calvin Klein coat, 
worth $800, and Polo under- 
wear, with a price tag of $160, 
according to police. 

Taco hell 

It was fast cash the thief was 
after, not fast food. 

In just moments, a thief with 
a concealed gun robbed a Tex- 
Mex franchise on Livingston 
Street on Nov. 1, police said. 

At least three people were in 
the chain restaurant around 5:20 
pm when the thief, posing as a 
customer, placed an order. As 
the cashier handed him the 
change, the man grabbed the 
employee’s hand and reached 
into the cash register with his 
other paw, cleaning out the cash. 

The cashier didn’t see the 
weapon, but a man seated near- 


by saw a gun-like handle inside 
the thug’s waistband. 

Nab cell snatch 

Police arrested a thief who 
stole a cellphone from the hand 
of a Carroll Gardens man on 
Oct. 17. 

The mugger mshed his 47- 
year-old victim as the man 
stood on the comer of Bond 
and Butler streets, around 6:50 
pm. The thief grabbed the cell- 
phone and bolted, but he didn’t 

Police Officer Mark Scar- 
latelli of the 76th Precinct 
quickly arrested the 42-year-old 
Brooklyn man, who now faces 
grand larceny charges. 

Bedtime burg 

A Pacific Street resident 
awoke to find a stranger in his 
home and electronics valued at 
nearly $4,300 missing on Nov. 
5, police said. 

The 54-year-old victim went 
to bed at midnight and awoke 
around 4:30 am, when his 16- 
year-old daughter caught sight 
of a stranger with blue pants, 
inside their home, near Nevins 
Street. 

The prowler disappeared, 
along with the following items: 
three Canon cameras, a Palm 


Pilot, an iPod, a high-end cell- 
phone, and several credit cards. 

High-$ heist 

A man suffered a bruised jaw 
— and lost $1,000 and his 
watch — when he was robbed 
on Pacific Street at 5 pm on 
Oct. 31, police said. 

The thief mshed the 52-year- 
old victim from behind as the 
man neared Third Avenue. He 
punched the man on the right 
side of the face, then grabbed 
the cash from his pocket and 
snatched his watch from his 
wrist, worth another $1,000. 

Parolee bandit 

Talk about a parole violation. 

A thug with a long record 
and a handgun held a parole of- 
ficer at gunpoint inside a public 
building on Livingston Street 
on Oct. 31, police said. 

The thief sat down next to 
the 26-year-old officer around 
noon, pulled a black handgun 
from his waist and held it 
against the victim’s gut, insist- 
ing he join him outside. When 
the gunman kept calling the of- 
ficer “a rat,” the officer remem- 
bered testifying against the 
same thug in a 2001 trial of an- 
other suspect. 

Once outside, at the comer 
of Nevins and Schermerhom 
streets, the thug insisted the pa- 
role officer turn over his cash. 
The thief pocketed $180 and 
ran off, and the parole officer 
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Has lefty ethos at Slope 
Food Co-op led to crime? 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Is the Park Slope Food Co-op’s fa- 
mously leftist ethos to blame for the 
recent rash of purse snatching within 
the members-only supermarket? 

A number of Co-op members told 
The Brooklyn Papers that one of the 
non-profit grocery’s fundamental tenets 

— that members handle every task, 
from cleaning the bathroom to provid- 
ing security — has left the vaguely 
communal market vulnerable to savvier 
thieves. 

In the past few months, Co-op mem- 
bers have suffered six purse-snatchings 

— two in the last four weeks, cops said. 

That may not seem like many, but it’s 

a lot more than neighboring groceries. 

Union Market, on Union Street and 
Sixth Avenue, has had no pick-pocketing 
during its two years of operation, accord- 
ing to co-owner Martin Nunez. 

The Key Food at Seventh Avenue 
and Carroll Street has had only one inci- 
dent in 2006, and Back to the Land Nat- 
ural Foods, the Co-op’s bitter, no-work- 
required rival on Seventh Avenue, has 
had no such thefts in years. 

Many blame the crime wave on the 
Co-op’s check-in/check-out stations, 
which are supposed to ensure that all 
shoppers are, in fact, members, and that 
all goods leaving the store have been 
paid for. 

It’s not a fool-proof system, especial- 
ly when the store is crowded. 


“If there’s a big crowd by the door, 
the people who are working can’t neces- 
sarily see you, or if you just pretend you 
know where you’re going, they don’t 
stop you,” said Oona Hanawalt, who's 
been a member for nearly four years. 

But it’s not just overcrowding at the 
entry door that’s enabling criminals. 
Many believe that the members are so 
liberal that they won’t allow themselves 
to question people who might appear to 
be “outsiders,” lest they be accused of 
being prejudiced. 

“There are arguments all the time 
when one member looks over another 
member and accuses that member of not 
belonging,” said one Co-op member. 

The member revealed the Co-op aban- 
doned a policy of searching everyone’s 
bags last year because some check-out 
workers were only searching the bags of 
people they suspected of being shoplifters 
— and often the accusation was based on 

“So to protect everyone’s sensitivi- 
ties, we basically told all the criminals 
that their bags wouldn’t be searched,” 
the member said. “It’s like a big ‘Rob 
us’ sign.” 

The Co-op’s own newspaper, the 
Linewaiter’s Gazette, recently drove 
home how easy the pickings are at the 
Co-op — and not just in the produce 

“[The pickpocket] seems to know 
how our organization works, that mem- 
ber labor turns over several times in a 
day, allowing him to come back every 



The Park Slope Food Co-op, on 
Union Street, was founded in 1973. 


day, sometimes twice a day, without be- 
ing recognized,” said the paper, referring 
to the escapades of a thief who terrorized 
Co-op patrons for over a decade. 

“The thieves are shrewder than we 
are,” added Francine, 83, a member 
from Kensington who was waiting out- 
side for her Access-a-Ride bus on a re- 
cent morning. 

And then there’s the woeful lack of 
training provided to the enforcers of law 
and order. 


“Most of the Co-op training is, ‘Hi 
you’re a new member, you’re on our 
team, great, we’ll team you with this 
person,”’ explained Joe Holtz, the Co- 
op’s general manager. 

In contrast, the less crunchy security 
guards at Key Food take a 90-hour 

Perhaps because of that lack of train- 
ing, Co-op guards can be reluctant to 
put themselves on the line. 

“I have no authority, I’m just a per- 
son,” said Hanawalt. “It would be awk- 
ward” to play the role of enforcer. 

Thieves are taking advantage. As re- 
ported in The Brooklyn Papers, the 
most-recent thefts occurred on Oct. 15 
and 17, and both involved stolen wal- 
lets. 

In a sign of the times, the Co-op re- 
cently hung a banner over the check-in 
desk that warns, “Pickpocket Alert. Pro- 
tect your wallet — even in the Co-op.” 

Holtz said he understands that the 
guards are often overwhelmed by the 
need to monitor outsiders and insiders, 
and he tries to make sure that there are 
at least four people on security detail at 

In a further attempt to deal with 
crime, the Co-op installed an expensive 
camera system a few years back. 

“We probably have a better camera 
system than most stores,” said Holtz. 
“On the other hand, we want to wel- 
come people who aren’t members. It’s a 
hard job to be an entrance worker at the 
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Museum brawl 
ends in arrest 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 


dai irr 


Police nabbed two teenage 
thugs after an Oct. 30 brawl 
near the Brooklyn Museum left 
two students with knife 
wounds. 

The teens — both 17-year- 
old boys — face assault charges 
after the 4:30 pm melee, in the 
parking lot behind the museum, 
police said. It’s not clear what 
sparked the dispute, which in- 
volved more than a half-dozen 
teens, mostly students from 
Clara Barton High School, on 
nearby Classon Avenue. 

One victim, a 19-year-old 
boy, was stabbed in the chest — 
just above his heart. He was 
transported to Kings County 
Hospital and is likely to sur- 
vive. The victim told police he 
was there to pick up his girl- 
friend at school. 

The second victim, a 17- 
year-old boy, was first pum- 
meled by the group. Then his 
assailant pulled a knife and 
slashed him on the forehead, 
above his right eye. This victim 
was also rushed to Kings Coun- 
ty Hospital for stitches, and was 
in stable condition. 

Police collected one knife at 
the scene, just off Eastern Park- 
way, near Washington Avenue. 
Det. Thomas Markardt and Po- 
lice Officer Joseph Nitish are 
credited with the collars. 

Zero-sum rob 

A man armed with a gun 
robbed a woman on 14th Street 
on Oct. 4 and escaped with cred- 
it cards but no cash, police said. 

The thief rushed the 29-year- 


POLICE 


old victim from behind with his 
gun drawn, around 7:30 pm. 
“Give me your purse,” the thug 
insisted. 

The mugger grabbed her bag 
and took off toward Fifth Av- 
enue. Police searched the area, 
but could not find the thief, or 
the victim’s brown pocketbook, 
which held various credit cards. 

The robber is described as a 
black man in his early 20s, 5- 
foot-6 and 150 pounds, dressed 
that day — like so many other 
young men — in a black, hood- 
ed ski jacket. 

Delivery heist 

Call it hammer time, unfor- 
tunately. 

A pair of thugs selected that 
type of tool to beat a delivery man 
in the head during an Oct 29 rob- 
bery on Dean Street, police said 

The 53-year-old delivery 
man had just made a stop at a 
third-floor apartment inside a 
building near Fourth Avenue, at 
8:40 pm, when he was attacked. 
The thieves rushed him from 
behind, clocked him on the 
head with the hammer, and 
emptied his pockets of $100. 

The robbers jumped into a 
tan Dodge van, with brown 
stripes on the sides, and sped 
away. Police are searching for 
two black men, one 5-foot-5, 
the other 5-foot-8. 

The victim suffered minor 
cuts and bruises on his head and 
face. He was transported to Lu- 
theran Medical Center treatment. 
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IT'S VITO!... 


Continued from page 1 
television and radio, while 
Harrison couldn’t even afford 
mass mailings. All of his liter- 
ature was hand-delivered. 

Harrison’s pleas to the De- 
mocratic National Campaign 
Committee, which underwrites 
many congressional races, went 
unheeded, as did his appeals to 
the local party. 

“We got nothing from the 
Brooklyn county leader,” said 
Ralph Perfetto, Harrison’s 
campaign chair. “They all be- 
lieved that Harrison was noth- 
ing more than a sacrificial 


“One [Democratic] con- 
gressional office told me, 
‘Vito was good to us.’ ” 
Harrison focused on his 
lack of financing during his 
concession speech at the Staat- 
en, an Island catering hall. 

“We were outspent 15 to 1, 
[money] that we scraped and 
clawed to get,” said Harrison. 

“If we had gotten the ap- 
propriate support from the na- 
tional committee, I would be 
Congressman Steve Harrison 
right now. People in the 
DCCC must learn to listen to 
the locals, because if they 
don’t listen, they lose races 
like this.” 


Got Lighting? 

We’re New York’s largest lighting store! 



floor lamps • table lamps • lampshades 
repairs • ceiling fans • low voltage lighting 
MIRRORS • TABLES • DECORATIVE ACCESSORIES 



Fossella’s money also 
bought him out of some jams, 
allowing him to run ads in 
which he claimed to be “inde- 
pendent” of an increasingly 
unpopular president and a war 
that largely led to the Democ- 
ratic gains this week. 

During the campaign, Fos- 
sella also had to acknowledge 
misuse of campaign funds for 
family vacations and deal with 
the antics of his brother, who 
cops said chased pedestrians 
down the street with a base- 
ball bat following a traffic in- 

Of course, Fossella’s suc- 
cess wasn’t all about money. 
He also had the incumbent’s 
institutional advantage and a 
well-organized campaign that 
helped him where he was po- 
tentially weakest: Bay Ridge. 

Popular state Sen. Marty 
Golden ran for re-election un- 
opposed this year, leaving him 
lots of time to “make Fossella 
a priority,” said O’Brien. 

“His Republican Victory 
Committee was out there work- 
ing the grassroots,” he said. 

On Wednesday, Democrats 
were still spinning, despite the 
Harrison election hangover. 

“I wouldn’t look at 14 
points as that big a win, when 
you’re looking at a multi-term 
incumbent, who’s brought 
home the bacon, while Harri- 
son never raised any money, 
and never got his message out 
there,” said Democratic con- 
sultant Stefan Friedman, who 
did not work this campaign. 

For his part, Harrison hint- 
ed that he might run again: 
“We’ll cross that bridge when 
we come to it, and there won’t 
be a toll,” he said during his 
concession speech. 



Rep. Vito Fossella chats with supporter Vincent La Porta at 
his victory party at the Bay Ridge Manor. 


Harrison 
loses other 
big race 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Democrat Steve Harrison not only finished second 
in his race against Rep. Vito Fossella on Tuesday, he 
finished 26,498th in the New York City Marathon two 
days earlier. 

In what was obviously a bad week for Harrison, the Bay 
Ridge attorney crossed the finish line in Central Park with a 
time of 4:47.38, his worst ever. 

He even lost to his daughter. 

“I got to about mile 16 and [due] to my lack of training 
over the last few months, I got some leg cramps, and that was 
a little bit of a problem,” said Harrison. “I was disappointed. I 
had never done a marathon longer than four hours in my life.” 

But, as in his loss to Fossella, Harrison is trying to look at 
the bright side. 

“I kind of enjoyed it,” he said. “I got to see what it was a 
like at the back of the pack.” — Rubinstein 


Winners and losers 

The Brooklyn Papers 

New York City's lone Republican Congressman, Vito Fossella, won 57 percent of the 
vote on Tuesday, vanquishing Democrat Steve Harrison and winning a fifth term in a 
bitter election campaign for the Bay Ridge seat. Here are the race's winners and losers: 


WINNERS 

President Bush: He may have lost the 
House, but he still has his only stalwart 
defender in the city's liberal delega- 
tion. Fossella not only votes with the 
president 90 percent of the time, but 
has been a steady voice against gay 
marriage and abortion rights and for 
harsh interrogation techniques. 

Big Oil: Fossella supports drilling in 
Alaska's Arctic National Wildlife Re- 
fuge, and has not put global warming 
on the agenda. 

Torture enthusiasts: Fossella supports 
the use of harsh, and internationally re- 
viled, interrogation techniques to give 
our troops "every tool possible ... to 
prevent another terrorist attack." 

City Councilman Michael McMahon: 
Harrison's decisive loss clears the way 
for the popular Staten Island Democrat 
to take on Fossella in 2008. 

Bay Ridge: Some predict the rough 
campaign has scared Fossella into 
working harder for the support of the 
non-Staten-lsland part of the district. 


LOSERS 

The New York Times: The supposed Pa- 
per of Record — which still has "New 
York" in its name despite having a mostly 
out-of-town readership — did not include 
a single word in Wednesday's paper about 
the Harrison/Fossella race. Shame. 

The Democratic Congressional Campaign 
Committee: The DCCC targeted "winnable" 
races across the country, but totally ignored 
one in largely Democratic New York City. 
MoveOn.org: The lefty activist group 
opened an office in Carroll Gardens, yet did- 
n't even try to influence a race just a few 
subway stops away. 

City Councilman Bill DeBlasio (D-Park 
Slope): This prodigious fundraiser de- 
clined to run in a race he might have won, 
instead spending his time helping City 
Councilwoman Yvette Clarke (D-Flatbush) 
in the nearby 11th district. 

Fossella himself: He may have won, but 
boy was he bruised by the campaign, which 
featured stories about how he misused 
campaign funds, flip-flopped on the privati- 
zation of Social Security, and even has a 
brother who cops say chased down pedes- 
trians with a baseball bat. — Rubinstein 
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INSIDE DINING PERFORMING ARTS NIGHTLIFE CLASSIFIEDS REAL ESTATE 


DANCE 


Between LINES 

Alonzo King’s LINES Ballet, a 24-year-old San 
Francisco company that appeared at City Center’s 
Fall for Dance Festival last month, is now bringing 
two New York premieres to Midwood’s Walt Whit- 
man Theatre. 

LINES Ballet is 
headed by Alonzo 
King, a choreographer 
recognized by a Bessie 
award, five Isadora 
Duncan Awards, and 
works shown in the 
repertoire of the Joffrey 
Ballet, Dance Theater 
of Harlem, and the like. 

Although the titles 
of the new works — 
“Migration” and “Sky 
Clad” — sound like 
two takes on the same 
winged theme, they are 
quite different composi- 

“Migration,” re- 
cently praised by the 
San Francisco Chroni- 
cle as “King at his 
best,” is a piece about 
the constant evolution 
of form explored 
through birds’ passage 
from the egg shell to 

“In this world, 
everything is trying to 
fulfill itself,” King told 
GO Brooklyn. “Ani- 
mals are trying to ex- 
press themselves; humans are trying to reach real- 
ization. All living and non-livings things are 
evolving in some kind of realization.” 

While the plasticity of dancers in “Migration” is 
based on the visual imagery of life changing form, 
“Sky Clad” is built around a more abstract notion 
of sound. 

Here, music is everything. Accompanied by live 
music from Hindustani vocalist Rita Sahai, and 
“tabla” (a small hand drum) and violin players, the 
dancers respond to two types of sound known in 
classical Indian music — the one heard by the hu- 
man ear and “anahata,” a vibration of the universe 
echoed by the heart. “Sky Clad” is built around the 
conversation between dancers and musicians. 

“Rita Sahai is wonderful,” says King. “When 
things are live, there is the possibility for anything 
to happen. [The musicians] can play with intensity, 
which really affects the dancers and allows them to 
go deeper.” 

Brooklyn Center for the Performing Arts pres- 
ents Alonzo King's LINES Ballet on Nov. 18 at 8 
pm at the Walt Whitman Theatre, 2900 Campus 
Rd. at Hillel Place on the campus of Brooklyn 
College in Midwood. Tickets are $15, $20 and 
$25. For tickets, call (718) 951-4500 or visit 
www.brooklyncenteronline.org. — Sasha Vasilyuk 



THEATER 



--- 

life’ survives 


In 1939, the 22-year-old German- Jewish artist 
Charlotte Salomon fled Berlin for still unoccupied 
Vichy France only to be killed in a death camp four 
years later. 

During her short life, however, Salomon created 
an impressive and rarely seen multimedia project, 
“Life? Or Theater?” which includes a series of 
more than 1300 drawings and texts meant to be ac- 
companied by a soundtrack. 

Manhattan-based experimental theater group 
Polybe + Seats is bringing Salomon’s “Life? Or 
Theater” to life in their new play, “The Charlotte 
Salomon Project,” which plays in Williamsburg’s 
Brooklyn Fire Proof through Nov. 19. 

The project is divided into three sections meant 
to capture main themes in Salomon’s work — 
childhood, romantic obsession and life after Berlin. 

“We wanted to work on a project that explores 
the entire cycle of a woman artist’s life and experi- 
ence, a person who did something monumental in 
a terrible and terrifying climate,” says Polybe + 
Seats Artistic Director Jessica Brater. 

The show preserves the multidimensional feel of 
Salomon’s work by combining a performance in- 
stallation in a gallery space with actual perform- 

Polybe + Seats presents "The Charlotte Sa- 
lomon Project: Life? Or Theater?" at 8 pm, 
Wednesday through Sunday until Nov. 19 at 
Brooklyn Fire Proof, 101 Richardson St. at 
Leonard Street in Williamsburg. Tickets are $15. 
For tickets, visit www.smarttix.com. For more 
information, visit www.polybeandseats.org. 

— SV 
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The ‘Candy’ man 

Ledger dishes on Cornish, heroin and loving Boerum Hill 




Wanna new drug?: Boerum Hill-based Heath Ledger (above) plays a poet strung out on drugs and his love for Candy (played by Abbie 
Cornish) in Neil Armfield's new film. 


Joker in Christopher Nolan’s Batman film, 

“The Dark Knight.” 

“Somewhere inside of me, I knew instant- ground,” recalled Ledger. “Abbie and I were 

ly what to do with [this character],” said the naughty kids in class who sat in the 

Ledger, who signed back. We didn’t want 

onto “The Dark to give too much in 

Knight” despite the ^ rehearsal. It was 

detail that it does not *®***^® slightly superstitious 

yet have a completed "Candy" will open at the Angelika Film of US both.” 

script. “I knew in- It’s clear that go- 

stantly what to do showtimes, call (21 2) 995-2000 or visit the Web ing with his gut is 

with it. I didn’t have site www.angelikafilmcenter.com/newyork. working for the actor. 

to search. I have a As his career and that 

plan of attack.” of Williams continue 

Ledger said that when he performs a role, to gain traction, it means the couple’s log- 
he enjoys a bit of improvisation, which did- ging more miles in the air and spending 

n’t match the expectations of “Candy” direc- more time in Los Angeles. The couple re- 

tor Armfield. cently purchased a home there, but Ledger 


downplays the acquisition, calling it a “one- 
bedroom treehouse” and “just a place to 

He maintains that his family is committed 
to keeping their Brooklyn ZIP code. 

“I like everything [about Brooklyn],” he 
said. “I adore it. I love my neighbors and the 
coffee shop down the road. 

“We’re left there to live,” he continued. 
“That’s the thing in New York City: you’re 
protected by numbers in a way — particular- 
ly Brooklyn. People are just trying to get 
from A to B.” 

Ledger said his Boerum Hill neighbors 
leave him and his family to have a normal 
life. Well, as normal of a life as the next gen- 
eration of Hollywood royalty can expect to 


Drink like a genius 


Legend has it that the inspiration for great art is 
substance abuse and “Hemingway & Bailey’s Bar- 
tending Guide to Great American Writers” is a new 
book that delights in recognizing our country’s po- 
ets, screenwriters, playwrights and novelists while 
lionizing their concurrent abilities to put it away. 

Park Slope author Mark Bailey teamed up 
with Gowanus illustrator Edward Hemingway 
(who claims to be the grandson of Earnest) to 
create this book which mixes tidy bios of the 
greats with reports of their bad behavior under 
the influence as well as recipes for each 


scribe’s favorite cocktail — or what Bailey imagines 
would be a suitable choice. 

For instance, Sherwood Anderson’s tribute is a cau- 
tionary tale. The author of “Winesburg, Ohio” swal- 
lowed a toothpick at a party and died soon after from 
an infection of the stomach, writes Bailey. Rather than 
mourn the scribe, the reader can toast Anderson with 
the “Old-Fashioned” recipe that’s supplied. But Bai- 
ley requests that out of respect for Anderson — when 
garnishing the libation with a lemon twist, orange 
slice and cherry — that you leave off the toothpick. 

While it’s puzzling that the authors left out Brooklyn 


native Pete Hamill, who penned the memoir “A Drink- 
ing Life,” there are stories about a diverse group of 43 
men and women which will inspire you to go to the li- 
brary and catch up on the classics — or send out invi- 
tations to your own holiday cocktail party. 

Edward Hemingway and Mark Bailey will read from 
"Hemingway & Bailey's Bartending Guide to Great 
American Writers" (Algonquin Books, $15.95) at Book- 
Court [163 Court St. at Dean Street in Cobble Hill, 
(718) 875-3677] on Nov. 14 at 8 pm. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.edwardhemingway.com. 

— Lisa J. Curtis 


By Lisa J. Curtis 

GO Brooklyn Editor 

H eath Ledger’s role in Neil Armfield’s 
new film “Candy” was a chance for the 
acclaimed actor to play a character 
whose lifestyle is the polar opposite of the 
Australian transplant’s reality amidst the 
leafy streets of Brooklyn. 

While Ledger and his girlfriend Michelle 
Williams appear to be a picture-perfect fam- 
ily when wheeling their 1 -year-old daughter 
Matilda around the streets of Boerum Hill, 
in his role of Dan, Ledger goes into a greasy 
haired, downward spiral fueled by his addic- 
tion to heroin. Although clearly smitten with 
his girlfriend Candy, the couple’s love can’t 
save them from the ravages of drug abuse 
and the humiliations they subject each other 
to in order to feed their smack habits. 

Ledger told GO Brooklyn that he found 
out Williams was pregnant with their daugh- 
ter a month before he had to film the devas- 
tating scene when Dan and Candy lose their 
child. 

“ft wasn’t very nice,” recalled Ledger, 
saying that he’s uncertain that he would 
have made the choice to co-star in the film 
again had he known he was going to be a 
dad. The 27-year-old thespian, sporting a 
grandfatherly knitted cardigan, said that 
starting a family “changes the person you 
are,” but added, “I didn’t immediately get an 
urge to be a voice in an animated film.” 
Ledger told reporters at a press confer- 
ence at the W hotel in Manhattan on Tues- 
day that he agreed to make “Candy,” in part, 
because it was an opportunity for him to 
make his first film in eight years in his na- 
tive country and use the accent which he has 
hidden in American feature films (“Broke- 
back Mountain,” “Monster’s Ball,” “The Pa- 

The plot of “Candy” alternates between 
euphoric, enormously sensual love scenes 
and harrowing moments when the couple 
debase themselves. Although it’s assumed 
that the angst-ridden scenes are exhausting 
to perform. Ledger claims filming love 
scenes is not as easy as it looks either. 

“There is nothing attractive about that 
process at all,” he revealed. “Even if [the 
other actor] is an attractive person.” 

In this case. Ledger’s on-screen love in- 
terest was Cornish, 24, who has been gamer- 
ing notoriety for reportedly having an affair 
with her “Stop Loss” co-star, Ryan Phillippe, 
which may have been the nail in the coffin 
of his marriage to Oscar-winner Reese With- 
erspoon. 

“There’s nothing organic about [filming 
love scenes],” assured Ledger. “The grips, 
gaffers... and focus pullers are looking at 
your butt. It’s so nerve-wracking — very un- 
comfortable.” 

Presumably, there will be a lot less love- 
making in Ledger’s next project, playing the 
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“Gasolina,” and so on. 

We ordered several appetiz- 
ers, and when they arrived, 
our table looked like a buffet 
in a Catskill’s resort: potato 
pancakes with applesauce, 
stuffed cabbage and yes, 
stuffed derma. (It’s a sausage 
of sorts, also known as “kish- 

Brooklyn Heights’ new kosher steakhouse filled with matzo meal, 

J C* “schmaltz” chicken fat, onions 

I'll ' f* f* ' 1 ml ' and seasonings, and steamed 

brings back memories of family gatherings lasted.) 

v •/ U Is the assortment of dishes 


Jewish nirvana? Almost. The 





Drinking for a good cause 



has organized the first “North Fork 
Wine Tour,” a day of seminars, sipping 
and snacking at three of Long Island’s 
most respected vineyards. Proceeds 
from the event’s ticket sales will go to 
providing vital transportation services 
to this borough’s patients while they 
undergo chemotherapy and radiation 
treatments. 

“This event will expose Brooklynites 
to some of the prized vineyards of 
North Fork Long Island while making 



Collaborations Heather Anderson. 


Two jitneys will leave the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 636-4100] at 
8:30 am and transport participants to the 
glorious wine country. 

The event gets off to an exciting start 
at Bedell Cellars/Corey Creek Vine- 
yards for a tour and tasting of eight pre- 
mium wines. The next stop is Martha 
Clara Vineyards for a seminar, wine 



Then it’s a good, long snooze for 
booze-addled participants as they are 
transported back to BAM. 

Tickets to the ACS "North Fork 
Wine Tour" are $125 in advance for 
singles; $450 for four tickets; and 
$1000 for 10 tickets. To order, log 
onto www.nycharities.org (listings on 
events calendar). For more informa- 
tion, contact Heather Anderson at 
(718) 237-7851, ext. 9132. 

— Tina Barry 
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A musical marriage made 
in heaven: Capathia Jen- 
kins and Louis Rosen’s 
debut album is the soulful and 
personal collaboration of the 
singer and songwriter’s bves. 

The album, titled “South 
Side Stories,” was released in 
October on their own label, 
RoseCap, with a dozen origi- 
nal songs written by Rosen 
and belted by Jenkins. 

The vocalist is a true 
Brooklyn native, having lived 
in Prospect Heights, Bay 
Ridge and Park Slope, where 
she currently resides. 

“Growing up, I just knew I 
wanted to sing, but I didn’t 
know what aspect,” Jenkins 
told GO Brooklyn. “I didn’t 
know if I was going to do the- 
ater, be a pop star, whatever. I 
just wanted to sing. I grew up 
in the church singing at the 
Greater Bright Light Mission- 
ary Baptist Church — it’s still 
there! Way out in East New 
York.” 

After hanging up her church 
chorus robe, Jenkins, now 40, 
went on to become a Broad- 
way actress with a resume in- 
cluding “Civil War,” “Look of 
Love,” “Caroline or Change,” 
and most recently Martin 
Short’s show “Fame Becomes 
Me,” which is scheduled to 
close on Dec. 31. 

“Eight shows a week is a 
grind, but I look forward to it,” 
Jenkins said. “The whole show 
is a satire. The chorus [of my 
song, ‘Stop the Show,’] is ‘let 
the big black lady stop the 
show’ because there is a ran- 
dom black woman in all musi- 
cals who does a big mamma 
gospel song.” 

In a review of “Fame Be- 
comes Me,” New York Times 
theater critic Ben Brantley 
agreed that “Ms. Jenkins 
keeps pumping up the vol- 


ume. The audience, having 
first laughed a little uncertain- 
ly at the joke, starts to revel in 
the gospel beat, clapping 


along and bobbing its collec- 
tive head. Sure enough, ‘Stop 
the Show,’ alone among the 
production’s 20-some num- 


bers, stops the show.” 

Although Jenkins said do- 
ing “Fame” is the most fun 
she’s ever had on Broadway, 
her main passion is her work 
with Louis Rosen. 

“It’s interesting because 
he’s a Jewish guy [from the 
South Side of Chicago] and 
I’m a black girl from Brook- 
lyn,” said Jenkins. “So much 
of us is different but as much 
is different is the same.” 

Jenkins said she and Rosen 
met when he was looking for 
a female singer to record 
songs to the text of Langston 
Hughes, and Jenkins was rec- 
ommended to him. 

“Finding [Jenkins] was a 
blessing,” Rosen said. “We are 
musical soul-mates.” 

After Rosen’s Langston 
Hughes project was finished, 
he told Jenkins he wanted to 
write solo music for her. 

“People say that stuff all the 
time, and then you never see 
them again,” said Jenkins. 
“But he came to me and was 
putting Maya Angelou’s poet- 
ry to music. I was like ‘oh my 
God, if I could write, I would 
write like this.’ It was this per- 
fect marriage of collaboration. 
Now we talk, and he knows 
where I’m at, he knows what’s 
going on in my life.” 

“South Side Stories” is in- 
spired by Rosen’s life experi- 
ences and observations in 
Chicago, but he’s been a 
Brooklyn resident since 1981 
and currently lives in Park 
Slope. The songs are narrative 
and lyrical tellings of relation- 
ships, personal growth and life 
in general. 

“A lot of the stories [in the 
songs] are transcendent. I feel 
like I can relate to all of those 
things that he went through,” 
said Jenkins. 

“First, I think in a very lit- 
eral sense the cycle is inspired 
by that neighborhood in South 
Side Chicago and by people 
who I knew and were parts of 
my life,” said Rosen about 
creating the songs for this CD. 
“But ultimately, I think about 
halfway through the cycle, 
when you move into adult- 
hood, it transcends the literal 
geography. These are stories 
about growing up, coming of 
age, and moving well into 
adulthood. Moving from inno- 
cence to experience. It doesn’t 
matter what literal neighbor- 
hood was the place from 
which the songs sprang. 

See JENKINS on page 14 
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Notable pair: Broadway vocalist Capathia Jenkins and song- 
writer Louis Rosen, both of Park Slope, have teamed up to 
create and record Rosen's "South Side Stories" song cycle. 
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A musical marriage made 
in heaven: Capathia Jen- 
kins and Louis Rosen’s 
debut album is the soulful and 
personal collaboration of the 
singer and songwriter’s bves. 

The album, titled “South 
Side Stories,” was released in 
October on their own label, 
RoseCap, with a dozen origi- 
nal songs written by Rosen 
and belted by Jenkins. 

The vocalist is a true 
Brooklyn native, having lived 
in Prospect Heights, Bay 
Ridge and Park Slope, where 
she currently resides. 

“Growing up, I just knew I 
wanted to sing, but I didn’t 
know what aspect,” Jenkins 
told GO Brooklyn. “I didn’t 
know if I was going to do the- 
ater, be a pop star, whatever. I 
just wanted to sing. I grew up 
in the church singing at the 
Greater Bright Light Mission- 
ary Baptist Church — it’s still 
there! Way out in East New 
York.” 


After hanging up her church 
choms robe, Jenkins, now 40, 
went on to become a Broad- 
way actress with a resume in- 
cluding “Civil War,” “Look of 
Love,” “Caroline or Change,” 
and most recently Martin 
Short’s show “Fame Becomes 
Me,” which is scheduled to 
close on Dec. 31. 

“Eight shows a week is a 
grind, but I look forward to it,” 
Jenkins said. “The whole show 
is a satire. The choms [of my 
song, ‘Stop the Show,’] is ‘let 
the big black lady stop the 
show’ because there is a ran- 
dom black woman in all musi- 
cals who does a big mamma 
gospel song.” 

In a review of “Fame Be- 
comes Me,” New York Times 
theater critic Ben Brantley 
agreed that “Ms. Jenkins 
keeps pumping up the vol- 


ume. The audience, having 
first laughed a little uncertain- 
ly at the joke, starts to revel in 
the gospel beat, clapping 


along and bobbing its collec- 
tive head. Sure enough, ‘Stop 
the Show,’ alone among the 
production’s 20-some num- 


bers, stops the show.” 

Although Jenkins said do- 
ing “Fame” is the most fun 
she’s ever had on Broadway, 
her main passion is her work 
with Louis Rosen. 

“It’s interesting because 
he’s a Jewish guy [from the 
South Side of Chicago] and 
I’m a black girl from Brook- 
lyn,” said Jenkins. “So much 
of us is different but as much 
is different is the same.” 

Jenkins said she and Rosen 
met when he was looking for 
a female singer to record 
songs to the text of Langston 
Hughes, and Jenkins was rec- 
ommended to him. 

“Finding [Jenkins] was a 
blessing,” Rosen said. “We are 
musical soul-mates.” 

After Rosen’s Langston 
Hughes project was finished, 
he told Jenkins he wanted to 
write solo music for her. 

“People say that stuff all the 
time, and then you never see 
them again,” said Jenkins. 
“But he came to me and was 
putting Maya Angelou’s poet- 
ry to music. I was like ‘oh my 
God, if I could write, I would 
write like this.’ It was this per- 
fect marriage of collaboration. 
Now we talk, and he knows 
where I’m at, he knows what’s 
going on in my life.” 

“South Side Stories” is in- 
spired by Rosen’s life experi- 
ences and observations in 
Chicago, but he’s been a 
Brooklyn resident since 1981 
and currently lives in Park 
Slope. The songs are narrative 
and lyrical tellings of relation- 
ships, personal growth and life 
in general. 

“A lot of the stories [in the 
songs] are transcendent. I feel 
like I can relate to all of those 
things that he went through,” 
said Jenkins. 

“First, I think in a very lit- 
eral sense the cycle is inspired 
by that neighborhood in South 
Side Chicago and by people 
who I knew and were parts of 
my life,” said Rosen about 
creating the songs for this CD. 
“But ultimately, I think about 
halfway through the cycle, 
when you move into adult- 
hood, it transcends the literal 
geography. These are stories 
about growing up, coming of 
age, and moving well into 
adulthood. Moving from inno- 
cence to experience. It doesn’t 
matter what literal neighbor- 
hood was the place from 
which the songs sprang. 

See JENKINS on page 14 
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A musical marriage made 
in heaven: Capathia Jen- 
kins and Louis Rosen’s 
debut album is the soulful and 
personal collaboration of the 
singer and songwriter’s bves. 

The album, titled “South 
Side Stories,” was released in 
October on their own label, 
RoseCap, with a dozen origi- 
nal songs written by Rosen 
and belted by Jenkins. 

The vocalist is a true 
Brooklyn native, having lived 
in Prospect Heights, Bay 
Ridge and Park Slope, where 
she currently resides. 

“Growing up, I just knew I 
wanted to sing, but I didn’t 
know what aspect,” Jenkins 
told GO Brooklyn. “I didn’t 
know if I was going to do the- 
ater, be a pop star, whatever. I 
just wanted to sing. I grew up 
in the church singing at the 
Greater Bright Light Mission- 
ary Baptist Church — it’s still 
there! Way out in East New 
York.” 

After hanging up her church 
chorus robe, Jenkins, now 40, 
went on to become a Broad- 
way actress with a resume in- 
cluding “Civil War,” “Look of 
Love,” “Caroline or Change,” 
and most recently Martin 
Short’s show “Fame Becomes 
Me,” which is scheduled to 
close on Dec. 31. 

“Eight shows a week is a 
grind, but I look forward to it,” 
Jenkins said. “The whole show 
is a satire. The chorus [of my 
song, ‘Stop the Show,’] is ‘let 
the big black lady stop the 
show’ because there is a ran- 
dom black woman in all musi- 
cals who does a big mamma 
gospel song.” 

In a review of “Fame Be- 
comes Me,” New York Times 
theater critic Ben Brantley 
agreed that “Ms. Jenkins 
keeps pumping up the vol- 


ume. The audience, having 
first laughed a little uncertain- 
ly at the joke, starts to revel in 
the gospel beat, clapping 


along and bobbing its collec- 
tive head. Sure enough, ‘Stop 
the Show,’ alone among the 
production’s 20-some num- 


bers, stops the show.” 

Although Jenkins said do- 
ing “Fame” is the most fun 
she’s ever had on Broadway, 
her main passion is her work 
with Louis Rosen. 

“It’s interesting because 
he’s a Jewish guy [from the 
South Side of Chicago] and 
I’m a black girl from Brook- 
lyn,” said Jenkins. “So much 
of us is different but as much 
is different is the same.” 

Jenkins said she and Rosen 
met when he was looking for 
a female singer to record 
songs to the text of Langston 
Hughes, and Jenkins was rec- 
ommended to him. 

“Finding [Jenkins] was a 
blessing,” Rosen said. “We are 
musical soul-mates.” 

After Rosen’s Langston 
Hughes project was finished, 
he told Jenkins he wanted to 
write solo music for her. 

“People say that stuff all the 
time, and then you never see 
them again,” said Jenkins. 
“But he came to me and was 
putting Maya Angelou’s poet- 
ry to music. I was like ‘oh my 
God, if I could write, I would 
write like this.’ It was this per- 
fect marriage of collaboration. 
Now we talk, and he knows 
where I’m at, he knows what’s 
going on in my life.” 

“South Side Stories” is in- 
spired by Rosen’s life experi- 
ences and observations in 
Chicago, but he’s been a 
Brooklyn resident since 1981 
and currently lives in Park 
Slope. The songs are narrative 
and lyrical tellings of relation- 
ships, personal growth and life 
in general. 

“A lot of the stories [in the 
songs] are transcendent. I feel 
like I can relate to all of those 
things that he went through,” 
said Jenkins. 

“First, I think in a very lit- 
eral sense the cycle is inspired 
by that neighborhood in South 
Side Chicago and by people 
who I knew and were parts of 
my life,” said Rosen about 
creating the songs for this CD. 
“But ultimately, I think about 
halfway through the cycle, 
when you move into adult- 
hood, it transcends the literal 
geography. These are stories 
about growing up, coming of 
age, and moving well into 
adulthood. Moving from inno- 
cence to experience. It doesn’t 
matter what literal neighbor- 
hood was the place from 
which the songs sprang. 

See JENKINS on page 14 
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• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack 

Hours by Appointment 
Sat. & Eve. Available 

Free Consultation 
24 Hr Phone Service 

mmmm 


Financing Available 7QQ C7AA 

urance Plans Welcomed i OV m O I UU 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 


Superior Services for Adults & Children 

New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) insurance 

ap Sir ts (718)622-8020 S? 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
ttmand insurance plans accommodated 


TOOTH 

PAIN? 

My name is Dr. Jeff Strachan, a 
practicing dentist for over 20 years. 
I can relieve your tooth pain quickly 
and in most cases the same day. 



Jeff C. Strachan, dds (718) 783-0504 

189 Montague St., Suite #800A, Brooklyn Heights 

www.strachandds.com 

Hours: Mon, Tues, Wed and Fri: 8am to 6pm; Saturday: By appointment only 


COURTEOUS AND 
COMPREHENSIVE 
DENTAL CARE 

Provided at our new spacious, 
modern and friendly office 

Providing Excellence in All Phases of Dentistry 

COSMETIC DENTISTRY : Porcelain Laminates, Tooth Colot Fillings, 
Metal Free Crowns. Porcelain Inlays, Onlays, Tooth Whitening 
IMPLANT DENTISTRY : Surgical Placement and Restoration 
PERIODONTICS : Non-Surgical and Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease 
ROOT CANAL THERAPY : Using State of the Art Rotary Instrumentation 
COMPI TTERI7.F.D DENTAL X-RAYS 
CROWNS. BRIDGES. PARTIAL & FULL DENTURES 

Emergency Patients are seen on the same day! 

EUGENE D. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 
LAMUEL A. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 

189 Montague Street, Suite 800B - 8th Floor 
Brooklyn Heights • Telephone: (718) 857-6639 
Office Hours by Appointment 



DERMATOLOGY 


LASERS 

FOR THE REMOVAL OF. . . 

Spider Veins (face & legs), Age Spots, 

IBhShm 

LIPOSUCTION 

Totally under local anesthesia. 
Abdomen, lovehandles, thighs, 
hips, male breasts. 

Acne • Spider Vein Treatment 


FREE LIPOSUCTION CONSULTATION 



' 


Day & Evening Appointments • Affordable Fees 
Many Insurances and Credit Cards Accepted 


Alan R. Kling. 

Board Certified Dermatologist 
Conditions Related To Hair, 


27 8th Avenue 


(718) 636-0425 


G, M.D. 

ATOLOGIST 

r, Skin & Nails ™ 


1000 Park Avenue 

(at 84th Street) 

New York City, NY 

(212) 288-1300 


FAMILY MEDICINE 


■TRAVEL IMMUNIZATIONS! 


Start the 
process months before 
leaving to get your shots 

• Yellow fever 

• Typhoid 

• Hepatitis 


• Malaria prevention 

- Brooklyn Heights Family Practice - 

1 85 Montague Street, 3rd Floor 

Hours: Mon-Sat • (718) 624-6185 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 



SKIN CARE 


Fall Back to Beauty! 



To advertise in Health, Mind & Body, please call (718) 834-9350 


Health, Mind & Body 


MMC rated among nation's 
best for dinical outcomes 


Maimonides Medical Center 

Maimonides Medical Center an- 
nounced that it has received five-star rat- 
ings and top national rankings for clinical 
excellence in multiple services, according 
to a comprehensive study released by 
HealthGrades, the nation’s leading health- 
care ratings company. 

In the HealthGrades study, Maimonides 
achieved the following distinctions: 

•Cardiac: Rated No. 1 in New York State 
for cardiology services and No. 1 in the New 
York City area for cardiac interventions. Mai- 
monides also ranked among the top five per- 
cent of hospitals in the nation for cardiology 
and cardiac interventions, and has been 
named a recipient of the 2007 HealthGrades 
Cardiac Care Excellence Award. 

•Stroke: Rated No. 2 in New York State 
and among the top five percent of hospitals 
in the nation for treatment of stroke. Mai- 
monides is five-star rated in stroke treatment 
for the sixth consecutive year, and a recipi- 
ent of the 2007 HealthGrades Stroke Care 
Excellence Award. 

•Critical Care: Rated No. 1 in New York 
State and ranked among the top five percent 
in the nation for critical care services. Maimo- 
mides is five-star rated in critical care, and is 
also a recipient of the 2007 HealthGrades 
Critical Care Excellence Award. 

•Pulmonary: For the fourth consecutive 
year, Maimonides is ranked among the top 
ten percent of hospitals in the nation and 
among the top ten programs in New York 
State for overall pulmonary care. The hos- 
pital, which is five-star rated for pul- 
monary services, is a recipient of the 2007 
HealthGrades Pulmonary Care Excellence 
Award. 

•Urology: HealthGrades evaluates 

prostate surgery outcomes and Maimonides 


is five-star rated for Prostatectomies. 

“We are delighted that our services are 
being recognized for outstanding quality, not 
just in New York City, but nationwide,” said 
Maimonides President and CEO Pamela S. 
Brier. “Our high ratings in patient outcomes 
reflect the high standards set by our physi- 
cians, nurses and support staff.” 

HealthGrades ratings are based on 40 
million hospitalization records from the fed- 
eral government’s Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services. For its ninth annual Hos- 


L utheran Medical Center 

Lutheran Medical Center’s Stroke Cen- 
ter and the National Stroke Association 
(NSA) announce the results of a new na- 
tional survey of more than five hundred 
stroke survivors and caregivers. 

According to the survey, more than 40 per- 
cent of stroke survivors surveyed reported 
limited success in meeting their rehabilitation 
goals, which include the ability to walk better 
and regain their speech. 

“Unfortunately, there is still a stigma as- 
sociated with having a stroke, especially 
when it comes to the after-effects that may 
occur as a result,” said Dr. Salman Azhar, 
spokesperson for the NSA and director of 
the stroke center and chief of rehabilitation 
services, LMC. “Individuals who experi- 
ence stroke clearly want to return to their 
pre-stroke self as much as possible, and now 
we have the tools at our disposal to accom- 
plish a significant level of recovery.” 

For those who experience spasticity, 
which usually appears within the first year 


pital Quality in America Study, Health- 
Grades independently analyzed nearly 5,000 
hospitals in all 50 states for its ratings, as- 
sessing clinical outcomes and quality. 

“HealthGrades objectively rates hospi- 
tals’ performance to help consumers make 
better healthcare choices,” said Samantha 
Collier, HealthGrades vice president of 
medical affairs. “In the New York City area, 
Maimonides Medical Center stands out no- 
tably in terms of delivering quality care for 
its patients. 


after a person sustains a stroke, rehabilita- 
tion may involve one or more of the follow- 
ing: physical or occupational therapy, oral 
medications, or injectable options. However, 
according to the survey, there is another re- 
habilitation tool — which is under-utilized, 
yet safe and effective - called Intrathecal Ba- 
clofen Therapy or ITB Therapy (SM). ITB 
Therapy uses an implantable drag pump that 
can ease the tight, stiff muscles that affect 
stroke survivors. It is a rehabilitation option 
that has been proven to offer significant im- 
provement in functional motor control, inde- 
pendence, and quality of life. 

The survey indicates that only three per- 
cent of stroke survivors are offered this 
treatment option, despite the fact that ITB 
Therapy results in statistically significant 
improvement in walking speed, functional 
mobility ranges, and spasticity. Survey re- 
spondents were more commonly given mo- 
tion exercises (58 percent), gentle stretching 
(51 percent), oral medications (47 percent) 
or injectable medication (33 percent) for 
their rehabilitative treatment. 


Lutheran strikes strokes 


Interventional pulmonology 
debuts at NY Methodist 


New York Methodist Hospital 

New York Methodist Hos- 
pital has joined a select group 
of institutions nationwide that 
provide interventional pul- 
monology, a relatively new 
field offering diagnosis and 
treatments for airway disor- 
ders from cancer or benign 
causes and pleural diseases. 

NYM is currently the only 
hospital in Brooklyn capable of 
providing wide-ranging options 
for treating and diagnosing ab- 
normalities in the lungs. 

Interventional pulmonology 
is a minimally invasive proce- 
dure that offers an alternative to 
traditional surgical techniques. 

Taking advantage of many 
state-of-the-art technologies, in- 
terventional pulmonologists are 
able to perform a variety of di- 
agnostic, therapeutic and pallia- 
tive procedures. These include 
stenting and laser therapy for 
patients with lung cancer who 
experience complications asso- 
ciated with airway obstruction; 
endobronchial ultrasound, a 
real-time fine needle aspiration 
to stage lung cancer; electro- 
magnetic navigation to guide 
biopsy instruments to small le- 
sions in the lungs for sampling; 
and other modalities to relieve 
airway obstruction caused by 
benign lesions such as polyps 

Another technique, termed 
autofluorescence bronchoscopy, 
helps detect early changes of 
lung cancer in the airways. 

“Through this new technolo- 



Director of interventional pulmonology at NYM, Arthur Sung, MD, right, discusses a case 
with Suhail Raoof, MD, chief of pulmonary and critical care medicine. 


gy, physicians are able to detect 
small lesions or cancerous 
changes in airways that are al- 
most unrecognizable with tradi- 
tional white-light bron- 
choscopy,” said Suhail Raoof, 
MD, chief of pulmonary and 
critical care medicine at NYM. 
“Offering interventional pul- 
monology services at NYM al- 
lows patients the ability to un- 
dergo several minimally 
invasive, diagnostic procedures 
without the trauma of surgery,” 


he said. 

The unique procedures come 
to the hospital with the staff ad- 
dition of Arthur Sung, MD, re- 
cently named director of inter- 
ventional pulmonology at 
NYM. 

“Many people who have un- 
dergone traditional treatment 
options in the past but have had 
minimal results, are able to en- 
joy a greatly improved quality 
of life after undergoing an inter- 
ventional pulmonology proce- 


dure,” Sung said. With interven- 
tional pulmonology, patients 
have a low risk of complica- 
tions, experience rapid sympto- 
matic relief and are often able to 
go home the same day as the 
procedure. 

“In many cases, a multidisci- 
plinary approach is the most 
beneficial option for a patient 
and so part of my job is to act as 
a coordinator to provide the 
highest quality of care to each 
patient,” said Dr. Sung. 


Comrie heads Women's Health at LICH 


Long Island College Hospital 

Milhcent A. Comrie, MD, 
MPF1, FACOG, has been ap- 
pointed Director of Women’s 
Health Program Initiatives at 
Long Island College Hospital. 

She continues her roles as at- 
tending physician in the Depart- 
ment of Obstetrics and Gynecol- 
ogy at LICH, Director of the 
LICH Center for Women’s 
Health, and Clinical Assistant 
Professor of Obstetrics and Gy- 
necology at the State University 
of New York (SUNY)-Down- 
state Medical Center in Brook- 

Comrie first joined LICH as 
a resident in obstetrics and gy- 
necology, and was the hospi- 
tal’s Chief of Adolescent Gyne- 
cology. Prior to her recent 
appointment, she was in private 
practice. She is particularly in- 
terested in the management of 
fibroids and menopause. Dr. 
Comrie holds an MD from 
SUNY-Downstate and an MPH 
in maternal and child health 
population and family planning 
from Columbia University 
School of Public Health. 

Comrie received the Physi- 
cian Recognition Award from 



Dr. Millicent A. Comrie 


LICH in 1996, and the Masters 
Teacher Award in Obstetrics 
and Gynecology from The 
SUNY Alumni Association in 
2001. She also was honored by 
the Victims of Violence & Rape 
Crisis Intervention Program, for 
her dedicated and compassion- 
ate care of survivors in crisis. 

She is a fellow of both the 
American College of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology and the 
Brooklyn Gynecological Soci- 
ety. She also serves as Director 
of the Myrtle Ferguson Girls 


Rescue Center in Kingston, Ja- 

Comrie will be developing 
programs to address the most 
pressing health concerns facing 
women today. “I am particular- 
ly interested in prenatal care, fe- 
male cardiac health, obesity and 
gynecological care in the 


menopausal years,” she says. 

“Dr. Comrie has a well-de- 
served international reputation 
in ob/gyn,” says Rita Battles, 
President and CEO of LICH. 
“She will help LICH focus on 
the entire spectrum of health is- 
sues facing a woman through- 
out her life.” 


'We cannot direct the wind, 

but we can adjust the sails." 



Financial /l nsurance Assessment / Retirement Planning 
Dlanninn / College Funding /Budgeting 'Gifting 
rianmng /Asset Allocation / Estate Planning 

Services /Cashflow Analysis / Wealth Accumulation 

295 Madison Avenue, NYC Call 212-661-5190 

avestedinterest@verizon.net FREE CONSULTATION! 
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CHECKIN' IN WITH ... 


King of the 'Brooklyn Jews' 

Rabbi Andy Bachman is unbearded and 43 — 
clean-shaven and young by rabbinic standards. 

As the founder of “the Brooklyn Jews," he 
turned Torah study into a hip night out and 
brought a pop-culture sensibility to what could 
be a dusty orthodoxy. Now, Bachman has 
reached one of the pinnacles of the borough's re- 
formed Jewish movement: he's the new rabbi at 
Congregation Beth Elohim in Park Slope (replac- 
ing Gerald Weider, who served for 28 Tisha 
B'avs). This week, Bachman celebrated his formal 
installation to the post — the same week that 
Saddam Hussein was sentenced to death for 
crimes against humanity. We thought it was as 
good a time as any for Bachman to check in with 
our editor, Gersh Kuntzman. 



Q: So, did you see the headline of the 
Daily News, "Defiant Saddam is sen- 
tenced to death. Next Stop, Hell!"? 
My question, rabbi: Is Saddam Hus- 
sein going to hell? 

A: (Laughs) It’s a very funny question! I 
don’t believe there is a hell for him. You 
won’t find a mainstream Jewish case for a 
heaven or a hell. The idea is that the evil 
person’s death ultimately atones for the sins 
they did on earth. 

Q: But everyone — good or bad — 

A: Yes, but mainstream Judaism doesn’t 
traffic in the popular notion that an unrepen- 
tant person has to appear before God and ar- 
gue his case, like in that Albert Brooks 
movie, “Defending your Life.” 

Q: So why bother to be good? 

A: Judaism is concerned less with “being 
good” than with a broader definition of be- 
ing obedient to God. Good is not a goal in 
and of itself. The Jewish ethical tradition is 
to be obedient to Torah and being God’s 
partner in carrying out his will — and that 
brings goodness to the world. 

Q: So no heaven or hell, huh? That's 
tricky because a lot of people ding to 
that. Not the hell part, but the heav- 
en part, obviously. 

A: There are references in the rabbinic liter- 
ature to a world that is to come. There are 


different visions of it. Some see it as a giant 
banquet in which everyone is eating fish, 
studying Torah and talking philosophy. It’s a 
giant intellectual banquet for all eternity, like 
being in the Tea Lounge forever. 

Q: But you don't buy it, do you. 

A: My personal take is best summarized by 
this notion: if you’re planting a tree by the 
side of the road and someone comes running 
up and says, “The Messiah is here!” you 
should just keep planting the tree. Judaism 
emphasizes the here and now. Plant the tree. 
Bring that blessing to the world. If the Mes- 
siah comes, so much the better. 

Q: Are atheists welcome to your tem- 
ple? 

A: They’re welcomed everywhere. 

Q: You obviously haven't seen my 
mailbag. 

A: I don’t get into the discussion of proving 
or disproving the existence of God in my 
services. Ultimately, none of us can really 
know. I never read a conclusive proof that 
there is or is not. I don’t know who believes 
and who doesn’t, but we’re all engaged. Ju- 
daism is about the pursuit of truth. But peo- 
ple participate in Jewish life for many rea- 
sons: musical, ethnic, political, cultural. 

Q: Funny, you didn't mention my 
mother's brisket. 

A: I included it in cultural. 


DOMINO’S DEFAMES 0R00KL YN... 


Brooklyn pizza? Fuhgedaboudit! 

j r zt 

Domino's says its Brooklyn-style pizza is the real deal, but how does the company 
compare to a real Brooklyn pizzeria, like Front Street Pizza in DUMBO? 

Domino's 

PIZZERIA 

Front Street Pizza 

Two hours (yes, two hours) 

Delivery time 

30 minutes max 

Made at one of 1 8 
distribution centers nation- 
wide and shipped cold 

Dough 

Homemade, 
crispy and fresh 

"Get the door. It's Domino's." 

Slogan 

"Good food, fresh service." 

14 inches 

Size of a "large" pie 

1 8 inches 

Mozzarella and provolone 

Cheese 

Mozzarella 

Not without breaking it 
in small pieces 

Can you do "the fold"? 

Are you kidding?! 

This slice lives for the fold. 



Domino's new "Brooklyn Pizza" with pepperoni (far left) is minuscule compared to the 
behemoth you can get at Front Street Pizza in DUMBO (right). 



Hittin’ the head 
at Owl’s Head 



The Brooklyn Papers reporter Paul Koepp gives two 
thumbs up to the new comfort station in Owls Head Park 
in Bay Ridge. 


for The Brooklyn Papers 

The other day in Owl’s Head Park, a group of teen “Skate- 
boarders for Jesus” was handing out a pamphlet titled, 
“Where Are You Going?” 

But in this Bay Ridge park, such literature no longer poses 
just a theological question — thanks to the reopening of a long- 
shuttered public bathroom. 

To make our own ceremonial first flush, The Brooklyn Papers 
sent its top cub reporter to seek comfort in the so-called “com- 
fort station.” After a brief campaign of shock and awe, he de- 
clared it a mission accomplished. 

Refurbished with a wheelchair ramp and a ventilation system 
that keeps the air warm and fresh on a cold day, this is one state- 
of-the-art outhouse. 

The structure’s stately brick gives it a Colonial feel, and the 
natural glow from the skylight adds a nice modem touch. 

In fact, it’s such a pleasant comfort station that visitors have 
been known to seek a lot of comfort. One man, for example, 
stayed in one of the two stalls for roughly 45 minutes (yes, it’s 
that clean a bathroom). 

He finally came out with a strong endorsement. 

“It’s beautiful in there,” he said. “Thank God.” 

No, thank City Councilman Vince Gentile (D-Bay Ridge), 
who pushed the Parks Department to finally finish the $1.1 -mil- 
lion project after two years of contractor bungling. 

The renovation will help to flush memories of past years, 
when the station was so rank that portable toilets were set up as 
an alternative. 

That foul era was long gone as our reporter looked over the 
skateboard teens’ pamphlet again and smiled. 

From now on, Bay Ridgites will know exactly where they’re go- 
ing — at least when they’re in Owl’s Head Park — Paul Koepp 


At Toro, time 
to support 
the troops 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Who said Brooklyn doesn’t support the 

Whether you voted for Sen. John “Foot- 
in-Mouth” Kerry or the equally eloquent 
President Bush, this week offered two more 
examples of how the county of Kings is be- 
hind the rank-and-file soldiers. 

DUMBO’s Toro Restaurant announced it 
will host a fundraiser to help the U.S.O. send 
care packages to troops around the world. 
The $150 suggested admission gets you 
cocktails and performances by “America’s 
Tenor,” Daniel Rodriguez, and a chorus of 
“U.S.O. Girls” called “United We Sing.” 

Rest assured, ye anti-war liberals: “The 
event is not [in] support of Bush or any- 
thing like that,” said Toro’s manager, who 
didn’t want his name used. 

If plopping down $150 isn’t your 
method of lending aid and comfort to our 
soldiers, how about plopping down on the 
couch to write a letter to a warrior? 

In Bensonhurst, Zina DiBenedetto is lead- 
ing the New York brigade of the Soldiers’ An- 
gels Foundation, which shows love to the 
troops one email, letter or card at a time. 

DiBenedetto has herself written more 
than 1,000 letters since January. 

“There are lots of military families in 
this area, and I was looking for a way to 
express my thanks,” she said. 

USO benefit, Nov. 29, 6-10 pm at Toro 
Restaurant (1 Front St., at Old Fulton Street). 
Call (718) 625-0300 for information. Cheer up 
a soldier at www.soldiersangels.org. 

— Paul Koepp 



Developers of One Hanson Place — forever 
known as the Williamsburgh Savings Bank 
building — are trying to wiggle out of a re- 
quirement to provide recreational space for fu- 
ture tenants. 


Magic playing tricks 


Builders want to change deal 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Brooklyn’s tallest building 
is shrinking — at least for its 
future tenants. 

Magic Johnson and his fel- 
low developers, who are con- 
verting the Williamsburgh 
Savings Bank tower into high- 
end condos, are trying to 
squirm out of their commit- 
ment to provide thousands of 
square feet of shared outdoor 
space for their chichi tenants. 

As part of the public review 
process for the project, the de- 
velopers promised to provide 
6,957 square feet of rooftop 
space in the former dental en- 
clave — a recreational space 
that would have commanding 
views of Brooklyn, Manhattan, 
and the Statue of Liberty. 

Now, the developers are 
asking the city to cut that re- 
quirement virtually in half, to 
3,824 square feet. 

Kristin Neil, the project 
manager for One Hanson 
Place, as the building is now 
known, said that the requested 
reduction was the only practi- 
cal option for the “wedding- 
cake-shaped building.” 

“We have identified four 
outdoor spaces on the building 
which would be accessible. 
[Otherwise] we would have to 
carve out additional hallways.” 

A spokeswoman for the 
City Planning Commission 


would not comment on this 
particular case, saying only 
that such amendment requests 
are common. 

Community Board 2's land- 


use committee will take up the is- 
sue on Nov. 15 at 5 Metrotech, 
Room LC400. Call (718) 596- 
5410 for information. 

— Dana Rubinstein 


BAM honors Ortner 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Evelyn Ortner, the gentle-mannered, yet fierce-minded pre- 
servationist who played a major role in the restoration of 
Brooklyn’s historic neighborhoods, will be remembered on 
Wednesday with a memorial service at the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music’s Harvey Theatre. 

Ortner, who died on Sept. 19 at age 
82, was not only a lover of brown- 
stones, but of opera, and the Harvey 
Theatre was a place of joy for her, 
said her husband — and preservation 
partner — Everett Ortner. 

The Ortners moved to Brooklyn in 
1963, buying a crumbling brownstone 
on Berkeley Place near Prospect Park, 
then overgrown and dangerous. 

Immediately after moving to Park 
Slope, the couple began to restore their home to its former glory, en- 
couraging their friends to move into the neighborhood’s forgotten 
treasures and igniting what became the “Brownstone” movement. 

The couple never stopped fighting for the architectural integrity 
of Brooklyn, hosting an international group of preservationists 
every summer and, most recently, donating time and energy to 
battle Bruce Ratner’s Atlantic Yards plan. 

The Ortner family has asked that donations in Evelyn Ortner’s 
honor go to Preservation Volunteers, a non-profit organization the 
couple founded. 

Evelyn Ortner memorial, BAM Harvey Theater (651 Fulton St., at 
Ashland Place), Nov. 15, 5:30 to 7 pm. — Ariella Cohen 



No ‘Wonder’ about these hoopsters 


The Brooklyn Papers 


Brooklyn has its own professional 
basketball team, and Bruce Ratner had 
nothing to do it. 

The Brooklyn Wonders, part of the re- 
cently revived American Basketball As- 
sociation, will tip off for their first home 
game tonight — three years before Rat- 
ner’s New Jersey Nets are expected to re- 
locate to a glass-walled, Frank Gehry-de- 

the middle 
of the At- j' 
lantic Yards I 
mega-devel- 
opment. 

The Wonders 

will open their 36-game season against 
the Newark Express on Nov. 11 — and 
they even have a Brooklynite, point 
guard Karl Sanders, leading them. 

The league’s famously flashy red- 
white-and-blue ball is perhaps the sole 
remnant of the original ABA, the leg- 
endary stomping grounds of Julius “Dr. 
J” Erving, a star of the then-New York 
Nets (ooh, cue the ironic music). 

The original ABA merged with the 
NBA in 1976 and was not resurrected un- 
til 1999. This is the Wonders’ first sea- 


Brooklyn Wonders opening game, Nov. 
11, 7 pm at Kingsborough Community 
College (2001 Oriental Blvd.). For informa- 
tion, go to www.brooklynwonders.com or 
call (212) 338-0001). — Dana Rubinstein 



The Brooklyn Wonders are, for now, the only (pro) game in town. At the American Basketball Association team's 
recent practice, guard Ryan Williams stretched out with the league's trademark red-white-and-blue ball. 


NewEMS 

station 

The Brooklyn Papers 

First responders are getting 
first-class treatment, thanks to 
a fancy new EMS station in 
Carroll Gardens christened 
this week by Mayor Bloom- 
berg. 

Officially known as EMS 
Station 32, the new $4.7-mil- 
lion ambulance depot at Carroll 
and Bond streets is a first-re- 
sponder paradise, complete 
with a fitness room, dining 
room, kitchen, and lockers and 
bathrooms for a staff of 100. 

The 8,150-square-foot sta- 
tion can accommodate seven 
vehicles. 

Roy Sloane, a Cobble Hill 
activist, said the new station 
was a “mixed blessing.” 

“I hope those EMS drivers 
aren’t letting their motors run 
too long and generating too 
much pollution,” said Sloane. 
“But anything that enhances 
community safety should be ex- 
perimented with.” 

Sloane has never had to call 
an ambulance, although he did 
acknowledge that, “There’s al- 
ways the possibility.” 

— Dana Rubinstein 
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Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

1 89 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 1 1 201 


Immigration Attorney 

Deportation & removal defense 
Asylum, family/spousal & 

visas, H-1B petitions 
Se habla espanol 

Andrew Ehrinpreis 
718-522-4348 

548 Court Street, Suite #2 
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PERSONAL INJURY 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 
Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice 
Automobile - Construction - Products 

800-675-8556 

GREGORY S. GENNARELLI, ESQ 

The Woolworth Building 
233 Broadway -Suite 950 
New York, NY 10279 
* free consultation 
GS Gennarelli @ S alsack.com 


SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY APPEALS 

FREE office consultation 

Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 

OFFICE LOCATED AT 
111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

(718) 210-4738 


Accidents 


• Auto/Bus/Train 

• Trips & Falls 

• Construction Accidents 

• Wrongful Death 

• Building / Stairs 

• Sidewalk/Road Defects 


Arthur Unterman 
(718) 643-4000 

26 Court St., #1806 
Brooklyn, NY 


L 


718-858-2525 


EVICTIONS 

•LANDLORD AND TENANT CASES 
•SO YEARS EXPERIENCE 
•REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS 

Goldberg & Lustig, Esqs 

188 Montague Street, 5th Floor 

(718) 858-4250 
"We fight hard for you!" 


CADNET 

Classified AD NETwork 


It is advised that you research all companies before responding to any 
of these ads. Under NO cirumstances should you send money in 
advance or give out your checking acct, license or credit card numbers. 
Long distance rates may apply 


ADOPTION II HELP WANTED 



Donate Your Car! 

Turn Your Car Into a Song fora Sick Child! 

The Songs of Love Foundation 
provides uplifting personalized songs 
for seriously ill children. 


eping" & on the "Rosie O'! 



DONATE YOUR 
VEHICLE 

And Help 

Disadvantaged Children! 


Tax Deductible. Same Day 
or Next Day Pick up. 
RUNNING OR NOT 
Call for info 

CHILDREN'S LITERACY FUND 

800-339-7790 


REAL ESTATE 


YOUR LOCAL AGENT 


Brownstone Brooklyn 


We Know Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 

A full-service brokerage matching property owners 
with prospective tenants and buyers 
Specializing in Brooklyn's Brownstone Neighborhoods. 
•Brooklyn Heights *Carroll Gardens *Park Slope 
•Boreum Hill •Prospect Heights *Fort Greene 

•Cobble Hill -Clinton Hill *Bed-Stuy 

•East Williamsburg/Bushwick. 

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 

(718) 858-6100 


Brown Harris Stevens 

Established 1873 


-story (plus English basement) layout 
idudes FDR, 5 real bedrooms, study, 

ils. Lovingly restored - fabulous 
Lefferts - steps to park/subway, 30 minutes to 



LOOKING TO BUY? OR YOU JUST 
WANT TO RENT - GIVE US A CALL! 


Manhattan Queens Bronx Westchester 
MaxxRealty.com H. V 

1-888-751-8500 


MORTGAGES 


Mortgages made to order. 
That’s Topdot! 

Call Rebecca to discuss your mortgage needs. 
Your neighbor for over 30 years! 

800.562.6152 x284 


topdo; 


COMMERCIAL LOFTS 


inL inducing a I7eah ^ 
rnnrn^nt In nvYnirig ynui 
h i sinfiffli -tpp-cn 

J ■ ■ I i| 


AGENTS 


SELL WITH SUCCESS! 

Over $30 million in home 
sales in the last two years 

ft Call Ellen Gottlieb 
, Assoc. Broker 

It T Brooklyn Bridge Realty 

■■I 

917-797-1351 

www.brooklynbridgerealty.com 


APARTMENTS 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


Apartments, Sublets 
8c Roommates 
BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

www.Sublet.com 

Studios;! -2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1 -877-FOR-RENT 


COMMERCIAL 

SPACE 


STUDIO SPACE 

Art Studio Share - $250 - DUMBO, 
Brooklyn - Beautiful multi-user space 
with light, open plan feel. Includes 


HOUSES 
FOR SALE 


HOUSE: Sunday, 
11/05, 1-3pm. 834 71st St. Semi- 
detached 2 family brick w/semi-fin base- 
ment. 5/6 porch, terrrace, EIK, cermaic 
baths, parquet firs throughout. 2 sepa- 
rate boilers & heaters. New roof, yard, 
garage & carport. Motivated seller ask- 
ing S849K. Bridgeview RE. (718) 745- 


Staten Island 


ways. Caviar Real Estate. 


Howell, NJ 



INSURANCE 


Renter's Insurance 

Only $12.66 - Everyone Qualifies 
$10,000 coverage against fire 
& forced-entry theft 

Melvin M. Hurwitz 

105 Court St. in Dwntn, Bklyn 

718-596-2000 

Real Estate/Insurance/Notary Public 


INVESTMENTS 


Inventory of Discounted 
Properties Available (PA & NJ). 
Cifaldi Property Investments, 
LLC has an inventory of discount- 

areas of PA & NJ for serious 
investors only. 215-331-1500. 


MORTGAGES 


EG PRESTIGE FUNDING 

As low as 1% (APR 1.85%). 
100% FINANCING AVAILABLE 
No application or appraisal fees 
FREE RATE QUOTE! 

(646) 302-1585 



MODERN MOVE-IN CONDITION, PREWIRED OFFICE SPACE IN DUMBO 


Affordable $20 — $25 psf rents. 21ST CENTURY TECHNOLOGY 


Single digit effective rents 
with REAP tax incentive program 
for Manhattan tenants 


Space Available 

Chris Havens 718.222.2500 

Two Trees www.dumbo-newyork.ci 


13' CEILINGS 

• PLENTIFUL PARKING 
SOME WITH WATER VIEWS 

• 6' WINDOWS 

GREAT PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 
FOUR TELEPHONE SERVICE PROVIDERS 
PREBUILT SPACES AVAILABLE 


DUMBO_come see what they 



Out of the office 
But Still within reach! 
Please call 


3=js & n b 


Sandy Biano 

Maryann Albano Janice Cimberg Bette Cunningham Marion Dowling Aryn Drake-Lee 




a p a a ■ 


Marta Maletz Trish Mart 




i a 

Charlie Ruoff Libby Ryan Lee Sole 


Rental Agents 

El U 

Samara Midler Jennifer Ladner 

at 


VanDusen Jessica Viola Marla Walke 


0 S El 


Please pardon our appearance 
during the construction 


Miya Signor Molly Ri 


Brown Harris Stevens 


JOBS 


Help Wanted 


Accts Receivable 

Person, f/t, for Bensonhurst 
firm. Exp in property mgmt 
preferred but will train. 
Computer literacy a must, 
bilingual a plus. Fax resume 

(718) 256-1932 


F/T ELECTRICIAN 

for NY & N J AREA 

Journeymen and helpers 
needed. 2-3 years experi- 
ence. Valid drivers license a 
must. Call Nick. 

(732) 768-7564 


NURSING OPEN HOUSES 

■ Home Health RNs 

Monday, November 13th • 2:00pm - 5:00pm 
New Brooklyn location 

447 86th Street, 2nd floor, Brooklyn, NY 11209 

■ Nursing Home RNs & LPNs 
Tuesday, November 14th • 2:00pm - 5:00pm 
Bishop Mugavero Center for Geriatric Care 

155 Dean Street, Brooklyn, New York 11217 

For immediate consideration, please attend an Open House. If 
unable to attend, please apply online at: WWW.SVCIT1C.org 


© 


Saint Vincent 
Catholic Medical Centers 

Comprehensive caring 


MERCHANDISE 
AND SERVICES 

To advertise please call (718) 834-9350 


Accountants II Computers II Music Instruction 


71 8-788-391 3 a3( 


catch 

coldP J 

Call the TECH VET! 

HE MAKES HOUSE CALLS! 
Flat Rate and Hourly Service 
MAC Specialist 

646-932-3744 

Yes, that’s a local calU UFN 


COMPUTER SOLUTIONS 

Firewall Protection - Network Installation 

Removal - System and Hardware Upgrades, 
Repair and General Maintenance, On-site 
Service - Se habla espanol. Free estimate. 

(917) 415-6807 

www.praxisinfo.biz 


Merchandise Wanted 


rn Bob & Judi's Coolectibles 

P LOOKING TO BUY 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

217 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 


5 String Banjo 
Lessons 

BLUEGRASS, ROCK AND FOLK 
FUN, SYSTEMATIC, EFFECTIVE TEACHER 
Performing Player - 
with the band CITI GRASS 
Beginners a Specialty^ 

Call Sandy at (718) 923-5657 


BIRD FOR SALE, Blue and 
gold Macaw, 9 years old, large 
cage included. Asking $1500. 

(718) 986-6459. 


We sell puppies. Shar Pei - 
only one more left. Call (718) 
256-6759. 
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Architects II Bathrooms, Kitchen & Tile 


John 

Costelloe 


• violations removed • 

• BASEMENT & CELLAR 
LEGALIZATIONS • 


29 Years of Quality Service & Experience 

j^ T 1718)855-1237 

Z?1\RCHIT€CTUR€ 


Bathrooms, Kitchen & Tile 


Fax # (718) 987-3935 

W 

Installations of 
All Ceramic Tile, 

5 4a Custom & 

[ tK Commercial 


1 L 1 


Specializing in tile jobs - large ai 

John Costelloe (718) 768 


Carpentry Plus 


• Window Installation • Tile Work 

Dependable with references 
Kevin (718) 331-9251 

Wood Specialties 


aslo do painting & plastering. 

Call Maggie (347) 385-4728 
www.warsaw-painting.com 





A&K 
Tile Studio 

Kitchen and bath designers on staff 


336 9th Street 0p tl 7 A Ss ! fu S difZ eek 

(718) 369-6873' Saddam" 5 pm ia 6 m 30 5 pm 


Cleaning Services II Cleaning Services 



DECKS 

by Bart 


ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 


— N <& M 
DEMOLITION 

Hassle Free! We Do It All! 
Ne Permit! No Dumpster! 

No Labor Needed! 


FREE ESTIMATES!! 

wvw.NMDemoUtion.com 

(718) 351-6273 


Now Online! 



We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 

• Our trucks are stocked with thousands of parts, 
so 90% of the work is done on the spot. 

• Technicians specializing in repair and upgrades 
of older homes built before 1980 


Christopher John Call 718-389-9898 
Electrical Inc. www.ChristJon.com 


B®BTEK 

ELECTRICAL CORP. 

• "No Surprise" Protection • 24 hour / 7 day Service 

• 1 00% Guaranteed • Clean, Courteous Service 

www.BobTekElectrical.com 
We Install or Repair Everything Electric 

1 ™"“*—'-^ . 1 -888-BO BTEK- 

2 6 2 8 3 5 2 



P f ,P ELECTRICAL 
tut CONTRACTORS 

Li cense d Electricians 

111 COMMERCIAL 

& RESIDENTIAL 

Hi-Hats Air Condition lines 
5% senior discount 
Family Owned & Operated for over 35 years 

(718)966-4801 A45 


ALECTRAinc. 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 


Call Nick (718) 331-3210 


FIREWOOD 

TREE SERVICE 

All Seasoned Hardwood 

(718 R )954-4105 



ANY HOUSE 

EXTERMINATING INC. 

• Rodents • Roaches • Fleas 
• Water Bugs • Bed Bugs 

Use The Company with the Scientific Approach 

(718) 443-9134 


Floor Maintenance || Gardening 


D & K 

FLOOR SERVICE 

Parquet & Wood Flooring 

718 720-2555 




Master Flooring 

Installation Sanding Finishing 
All Kinds of Hardwood Floors 
S2.50/SF 

Lamination Floor $1.25/SF 

Call Tim (347) 278-0331 


Hardwood Floois 


718-972-1984 


” . Prepare your Garden 
"■ ™ for Next Season! 

Garden Service 
Fall Maintenance - Cleanup 
Bulb planting & fertilization 
Brownstone Terraces, Yards, Co-ops 

718-753-9741 


dig 

gardening*-^ 


479 Atlantic Ave. (bet. 3rd & Nevins) 

(646) 489-5181 

www.gardendig.com 


SURE THING 

HANDYMAN SERVICES 

Painting • Carepntry • Masonry • Plastering Restoration 
Paper Hanging • Ceramic Tile Work • Stone Gardening 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE AVAILABLE 
PROFESSIONAL & RELIABLE • ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Robert 718-249-6928 • rcbobtbest@verizon.net 


Handyman || Locksmiths 


KBM Contracting 

Bathrooms • Carpentry 
• Decks • Windows 
ig • Roofing • Doors 
tiling • Staircases 
iping • Heating 


Tili 


CALL NED 

Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 
Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 


Competitive Handyman 


Office (347) 729-0202 
Cell (646) 220-6368 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


Locks > Alarms • Gates 


Lie # 650428 


Movers (Licensed) 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 

best quality moving give us a call. 
Experienced & Reliable. 

21 49 E. 72nd St. DOT#321 49 

718-763-1435 


■ 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE 

SPECIAL LOCAL RATES 


Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
From $100. Reliable & Clean. 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921*2932 


Low Price 

718-439-7309 




TOP HAT MOVERS 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718-834-0470 3oi2 

^BT 

j] Interiors 

Painting • Plastering 
Decorative Surfaces • Paper Hanging 
FREE ESTIMATES/FULLY INSURED 
www.jpinteriors.com 

718.522.3534 



ALL ABOUT 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

* Fully Licensed & Insured * 

* Complete Expert Plumbing, 
Heating & Drain Cleaning * 

* Boilers/Water Heaters 
Repaired & Installed, Leaks 
Fixed, Bathrooms Remodeled * 

* Watermains & Sewers 


* 24/7 Emergency Service * 

(718) 273-1388 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
m m Plumbing H sS 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


Project Managers 


SEAMUS 


H E N C H Y 

AND ASSOCIATES 

Professional Project 
Managers 


212.431.7175 

www.sghenchy.com 


ROOFING 
D.B.L. Systems 

Rubber, Slate, Shingles 
25 Years Hands on Experience 

Call Russ (646) 236-1147 
(718) 312-2387^ 

Schwamberger 

Contracting 

All Roofing, Rubber, Metal, Skylights. 
Excellent References Available 
License #0831318 

19th year with Brooklyn Papers 

718-646-4540 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


BENSON ROOFING HOME IMPROVEMENT CORP, 

13 yrs guaranteed on all roofs 

All Types Siding & Roofing • Rubberized Roofing 


Mark's Roofing 

All types of roofing 
1 5 years experience 

(718) 477-6191 
(917) 498-6591 

Ask for Mark 

Insured & Licensed #1156783 

Roofing 

Residential & Commercial 

mg membranes, EPDM & hot asphalt 

Riggs Construction 
4 Tl (718) 398-6423 

(917) 578-1414 “ 


Rubbish Removal 


FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


Serving All 
of NYC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

718 349-7555 . 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Baluster/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call.- 718 - 893-4006 



Metropolitan Pro-Tek 
Security Systems, Inc. 


_ Serving ^ 
^New York antf? 
New Jersey 
For Over 
_ 20 Years __ 


■ Burglar Alarms 

■ NYC Recognized Fire Alarm Systems 

■ Central Station Monitoring 

■ Video Surveillance/CCTV 

■ Intercom Systems 




Commercial. Industrial & Residential 


Specializing in HONEYWELL/ADEMCO Wireless Security Solutions 


Already have a Security System? No Problem!! 

We service, monitor and maintain existing security systems. 
Our extensive experience enables us to confidently provide 
service to older, legacy security systems. 

Licensed By: 

The State of New York, DEPARTMENT OF STATE, License #: 12000260784 
The State of New Jersey, ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE, License #: 34BA00106900 

We Are Fully Insured 

IP (718) 921-3795 m 

See us on the WEB www.metro-pro-tek.com 



L 

Tree Service 



LICENSED & INSURED 


# JC TREE SERVICE # 

Serving all the 5 Boroughs 

FREE estimates All Phase of Tree Work 

• Tree Removal * Free Loacl 

senior • Stump Of Wood SE HABLA 

discount Grinding Chips espanol 

• Pruning 


COMMERICAL • RESIDENTIAL 


*£ 718 896 2158 n- 1 


Rubbish Removal 


V EAGLE 

Rubbish Removal Inc. 

www.EagleRubbishRemoval.com 

(718) 871-0997 

Residential * Commercial 


Clean-Outs of All Ki 


W R 

We Do All The Lon 

SglHg 


_L 917-416-8322 


M.N.E. Recyling 
Clean Out Services 

Commercial Residential 

Attics • Backyards • Basements 
Evictions & New Home 
Move In/Out Clean Outs 

Construction Debris & 
Scrap Metal Removal 

(718) 769-7573 


Upholstery 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718-263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Be 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 


Wood Stripping 


*** 20% OFF Fall Specials *** 
Single panel DOORS - Now $150. 
Bi-fold SHUTTERS - Now $75. 
BALUSTERS - Now $17 

FREE PICK UP AND DELIVERY IN 
BROWNSTONE BROOKLYN! 

PARK SLOPE PAINT ^TRIPPERS 
CALL (718) 783-4112 


To Advertise in the 
Home Improvement Section 

Call (718) 834-9350 


MORE 

Home Improvement 
Classifieds 
inside on page 10 



Home 

Improvement 
Contractors 

are featured inside, in 

dMe 

| I'jP on page 10 


















































